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Our Emerald Anniversary Grants Program, launched earlier this spring,
commemorates this milestone. This program awarded ten $5,500 grants
across our region (see page seven for details). The pandemic prevented us
from throwing a large public gathering, but we were able to host some of
our donors, volunteers, and friends at the Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden’s
Winter Light Festival on December 13th. Though brought together in the
spirit of acknowledging the Community Foundation’s 55th anniversary, the
evening was really a celebration of the many individuals who contribute
to our work, and of the critical role they play in our success. We thank
everyone who has supported the community through the Community
Foundation these past 55 years; we are ready to embrace the challenges
and meet the needs the next 55 years will bring.
In addition to celebration, 2021 was a year of transition. Our efforts in
addressing the pandemic in 2020 led us to consider how we might better
serve our community. In July, we embarked on a journey to develop a
new strategic plan, and we invited our community to contribute by sharing
ideas through an online survey. We extend our appreciation to all who
Charleen Davidson took the time to complete it; your feedback helps chart our direction in
the coming years.
As part of this new plan, we made the difficult decision to suspend our participation in the Vital Signs
program. We remain committed to assessing and understanding our region’s quality of life so that we can
work to improve it, but we will not be releasing Vital Signs reports for the foreseeable future. Instead, our
focus over the next three years will be to engage in an active marketing campaign, aimed at raising awareness
about what we do, how we do it, and how interested individuals can support the community through our
work. An important aspect of this campaign will be to create opportunities to meet with members of the
communities throughout our region once appropriate, to have one-on-one conversations and hear directly
about what their greatest needs are, which will help us fine-tune our ability to support their efforts.
We are enthusiastic about our new strategic plan, and we are working eagerly towards its
implementation in the new year. A vital part of our work remains, of course, our grants programs. Indeed,
we count our grants programs and the impact they make throughout Southwestern Alberta among our
greatest successes. This year, we have awarded close to $1.3 million in grants across Southwestern Alberta.
We are tremendously proud to be a permanent source of financial support for our community. I remain
optimistic about what the new year will bring; I am confident that we are positioned to embrace whatever
challenges, celebrations, transitions, and successes we face. While I do not yet have a word for 2022, I
sincerely look forward to the opportunity to gather with you all again.

INVESTMENT READINESS PROGRAM, 2021
The second and final round of allocations from the Investment Readiness Program (IRP) were awarded
in February. Led by Community Foundations of Canada and funded by the federal government, this
program awarded non-repayable capital to qualifying social enterprises. For Southern Alberta, the IRP was
administered jointly by the community foundations of Southwestern and Southeastern Alberta, of which
the CFLSA was regional lead. The following four organizations received a combined total of $98,660:
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Family Centre Society of Southern Alberta, $21,758:
To help support the development of a child care
co-op, which will provide employment skills and
certifications for caregivers with financial barriers,
while providing flexible and affordable childcare.

Medicine Hat College Foundation, $34,900: To
create a sustainable social enterprise that benefits
post-secondary students through work-integrated
learning opportunities and affordable design services
for non-profits in Southeastern Alberta.

Fort Macleod Historical Association, $30,802: To
develop a sustainable business model focused on
presenting accurate histories of the Indigenous
Peoples, the North-West Mounted Police, and
settlers of Southwestern Alberta.

Stitch it Forward Society of Lethbridge, $11,200:
To develop an e-commerce website, viability study,
and business plan for the sale of items manufactured
by sewing, knitting, or crocheting produced using
upcycled materials.

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF LETHBRIDGE + SOUTHWESTERN ALBERTAOO

2021 YOUTH IN ACTION GRANTS
The Youth in Action Granting Program supports charitable initiatives organized by residents of
Southwestern Alberta up to the age of 25, in collaboration with a charitable partner. The following six
recipients of 2021’s Youth in Action grants received a combined total of $7,600 for their projects.
Coalhurst High School, $700: To purchase cameras
for use by members of the Yearbook Club and for
students wishing to photograph community events.
Raymond Elementary School, $1,400: To support
the development of a school community garden for
students and residents to use and enjoy.
Stitch It Forward Society of Lethbridge, $2,000: To
purchase supplies for emergency feminine hygiene
kits, which will be made available to students
throughout middle and high schools in Lethbridge.
Volunteer Lethbridge, $2,000 ($1,000 from the
David and Shirley Hughes Fund): To support an

initiative for students to design and build cigarette
waste receptacles. The collected waste will be sold
to a recycling company and the proceeds will be
distributed to local charities.
Winston Churchill High School, Lethbridge, $500:
To purchase supplies and resources to outfit a
school Student Wellness Centre, to promote positive
mental health for students.
YouthONE, Lethbridge, $1,000: For a partnership
with High Level Tutoring Services, an instruction and
mentoring program designed and run by and for
students in Lethbridge.

COMMUNITY PRIORITIES FUND GRANT RECIPIENTS, SPRING 2021
In May, the Community Priorities Fund supported 31 projects
with $275,440 in grant funding. Seven of these projects received
a combined total of $30,500 from various Field of Interest funds.
Coalhurst High School, $10,000:
For concrete tables and
seating to outfit an outdoor
classroom and community
gathering space.

Chamberlain School
Above: Chamberlain School,
Grassy Lake, $5,300: For the
development of an outdoor sitting
area, for both the school and the
Grassy Lake Community Library.
(Pictured: Scott Petronech, on
behalf of Chamberlain School.)
Bomber Command Museum of
Canada, Nanton, $8,900: For
maintenance to the hangar floor
concrete, improving safety and
extending the facility’s lifespan.
Claresholm and District Health
Foundation, $15,000 from a Field
of Interest Fund: To upgrade
Claresholm Hospital’s x-ray
diagnostic technology to provide
instant access to imaging.

Dorothy Dalgliesh School,
Picture Butte, $10,000: To
purchase equipment to set up
an outdoor classroom.
Elim Society for Senior Citizen's
Care, Lethbridge, $15,000: To
replace the roof of Balmoral
House, an affordable housing
facility for seniors in Lethbridge.

Lethbridge Food Bank Society,
$15,000: To purchase storage
and shelving for the food bank’s
warehouse.
Lethbridge Historical Society,
$3,500: To purchase computers
and video equipment to help
connect both society members
and the public to local and
provincial history.
Lethbridge Senior Citizens
Organization, $5,400: For wireless
internet equipment to extend
wifi access throughout the whole
building.

Foothills Alcohol Action Society,
$8,800: To replace detox beds and LINK Pathway Committee,
provide bedside dressers for clients. Coaldale, $12,000: For the
construction of a 15-kilometre paved
Fort Macleod Historical
pedestrian path between locations in
Association, $15,000: To repair
Lethbridge and Coaldale.
the roof of the museum’s
Blackfoot Gallery.
Milk River Municipal Library,
$2,000 ($500 from a Field of
Huntsville School, Iron Springs,
Interest Fund): To renovate the
$5,000 from a Field of Interest
library for water access.
Fund: To develop a school multisensory room.
Grants continue on the next page.
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COMMUNITY PRIORITIES FUND GRANT RECIPIENTS, SPRING 2021
the adjoining hiking the facility’s 20-year-old furniture.
and mountain bike
trails in summer.
Stirling Lions Club, $12,000: To
replace the existing bathroom in
Pincher Creek
the west recreation area with an
Community Hall
accessible facility.
Society, $15,000:
To purchase and
Vauxhall Elementary School,
install new flooring $5,000 from a Field of Interest
that will replace old Fund: To develop a school multitile flooring on the sensory room.
dance floor.
Village of Barnwell, $10,000: To
Prairie Winds
resurface pickleball courts with
Clubhouse Society, a rubberized sport court surface,
Claresholm,
improving the quality of play and
$15,000: To
expanding facility use.
develop a backyard
space with safe
Warner Revitalization Committee,
social gathering in $7,500: To construct a community
garden and install planters in
Opokaa’sin Early Intervention Society mind.
public areas throughout the
Above: Opokaa’sin Early
Ranchlands Victim Services
community.
Intervention Society, Lethbridge, Society, $6,500 ($1,600 from Field
$10,000 ($1,000 from a Field
of Interest Funds): To purchase
Willow Creek Agricultural
of Interest Fund): To purchase
replacement furniture, maintaining Society, $15,000: To replace the
and install metal panel fencing
comfort and security for clients in bucking chutes at the Claresholm
to enhance facility safety and
the sensitive environment of the
Agriplex with ones with built-in
security.
Victim Services office.
safety features.
(Pictured: Tanya Pace-Crosschild,
Opokaa’sin’s Executive Director,
Raymond Elementary School,
Below: Fresh Start Recovery
and Elder Francis First Charger,
$10,000: For outdoor classroom
Centre, Lethbridge County,
from the Board of Directors.)
equipment, enabling students to
$15,000: To purchase a new
engage in open-air learning.
vehicle (seen below) to transport
Milo & District Volunteer Fire
clients in recovery.
Association, $7,500 ($2,400
Raymond & District Seniors Club, (Pictured: Charleen Davidson,
from a Field of Interest Fund): To $6,000: To install new audiovisual arms outstretched in an effort
purchase a Remotely Operated
equipment, including a projector
to maintain social distancing,
Underwater Vehicle to aid in the
and speaker system.
presents the grant to Stacey
recovery of drowning victims, or
Peterson and Tony Kokol of Fresh
to search for lost property.
Senior Citizens Welcome Mat,
Start Recovery Centre.)
Fort Macleod, $5,540: To replace
Mountain View School, $15,000:
For construction of Grizzly Hollow
Learning Centre Barn, which will
house animals as part of a new
agricultural education program.
Nanton & District Leo Club,
$5,000: To construct a fence
around the community’s dog park.
Pass Powderkeg Ski Society,
Municipality of Crowsnest
Pass, $15,000: To purchase a
washroom trailer for use at Pass
Powderkeg Ski Area in winter and
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Fresh Start Recovery Centre
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HENRY S. VARLEY FUND FOR RURAL LIFE, SPRING 2021
Also in May, the Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural Life supported five projects with $78,000 in grant funding.
These grants support projects and organizations working to enhance quality of life for communities
throughout rural Southwestern Alberta.
Farm Safety Centre, Raymond &
District Futures Society, $20,000:
To expand the Sustainable
Farm Families Rural Health and
Wellness Initiative into additional
communities throughout rural
Southwestern Alberta. This program
focuses on the importance of
individual health, well-being, and
safety in running a successful farm.
Interfaith Food Bank Society of
Lethbridge, $28,000: To increase
the capacity of the “Fleet that
Feeds” food sharing program

for rural Southwestern Alberta,
coordinating with food banks and
food security initiatives, increasing
direct community support.

Alberta to one-day courses that
address challenges in community
capacity across private, public,
Indigenous, and not-for-profit
sectors.

Napi Friendship Association,
Piikani Food Bank Society, $5,000: Schizophrenia Society of
To develop a community garden
Alberta, $10,000: To expand the
program at the Piikani Food Bank. Community Education Program
into communities throughout
Prentice Institute for Global
rural Southwestern Alberta. These
Population and Economy,
presentations help to reduce
University of Lethbridge, $15,000: the stigma surrounding mental
To subsidize access for community illness by promoting a better
leaders in rural Southwestern
understanding of schizophrenia.

COMMUNITY PRIORITIES FUND GRANT RECIPIENTS, FALL 2021
In December, 26 applicants to the Community Priorities Fund received a total of $269,300 in grant
funding. Three of these projects received a total of $13,300 from various Field of Interest funds.
Cardston Elementary School,
Kootenai Brown Pioneer Village,
$10,000: For playground upgrades. Pincher Creek, $10,700: To
renovate an existing building to
Cardston Junior High School,
provide concession services. The
$7,500: To purchase instruments
renovation will include a portable
for the school band program.
ice cream freezer.

Raymond Junior High School,
$7,500: To purchase instruments
for the school band program.

Royal Canadian Legion, General
Stewart Branch No. 4, Lethbridge,
$15,000: For facility renovations,
Carmangay & District Municipal
Lethbridge Corridor Victim
including bar and concession area
Library, $5,000: To replace the
Services Unit, $7,500: To purchase improvements and repairs to the
building’s HVAC unit.
furnishings for its new offices in
RCAF jet’s display pedestal.
Coaldale, as well as for audiovisual
Claresholm Skatepark Association, equipment to assist clients
St. Michael’s School, Pincher
$15,000 ($8,400 from a Field of
interacting with the justice system. Creek, $10,000: For completion of
Interest Fund): To build an outdoor
phase one of a project to build a
concrete skatepark.
McNally Community Association regulation size basketball court at
and Southern Accord Chorus
the school.
Fort Macleod Health Care
Society, $3,700: To upgrade
Auxiliary Association, $15,000
information technology and internet Stavely & District Agricultural
($4,500 from a Field of Interest
access for Southern Accord Chorus Society, $10,000: For renovations
Fund): To add a patio and gazebo to and other groups that use the
and upgrades to the Stavely
the Health Centre’s Care Bed Unit,
McNally Community Hall.
Community Arena.
giving patients, visitors, and staff a
comfortable gathering space.
Milk River Community School
Stavely Municipal Library, $6,500:
Enhancement Society,
For information technology
Get-A-Way Youth Centre, Vulcan, $12,500: To support expansion
upgrades to accommodate the
$15,000: For kitchen renovations. and community gathering
Chinook Arch Regional Library
enhancements of the school gym. System’s transition to Supernet 2.0.
Horace Allen School, Coleman,
$10,000: To provide trees, plants, Piikani Food Bank Society, $15,000 Taber Central Elementary School,
composting supplies, and other
($400 from a Field of Interest
$3,500: To purchase ukuleles.
equipment for the school’s
Fund): For outdoor improvements,
outdoor learning environment.
including a gazebo.
Grants continue on the next page.
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COMMUNITY PRIORITIES FUND GRANT RECIPIENTS, FALL 2021
The Community Foundation extends its gratitude to the
Lethbridge Auto Dealers Association, which supported these
eight projects with a total of $15,000 in additional funding.
5th on 5th Youth Services, Lethbridge, $15,000
Kainai Food Bank Society, $5,000 ($1,500 from the
($3,500 from the LADA): For repairs and upgrades to LADA): To purchase kitchen appliances and other
5th on 5th’s roof, HVAC unit, and windows.
equipment.
Dr. Gerald B. Probe Elementary School, Lethbridge, Town of Coaldale, $15,000 ($1,500 from the
$10,000 ($1,500 from the LADA): To support
LADA): This grant supports the construction of the
construction of an accessible school playground.
community’s new recreation centre.
Gem of the West Museum, Coaldale, $8,400
($1,500 from the LADA): This grant supports the
redevelopment of the museum’s Indigenous exhibit.

Town of Fort Macleod, $6,500 ($1,500 from
the LADA): To add outdoor lockers and a water
wheelchair to the community pool.

Good Samaritan Society, Lethbridge, $15,000
($1,500 from the LADA): To replace common room
furniture at Park Meadows Village.

YouthONE and NineBar Foundation, Lethbridge,
$15,000 ($2,500 from the LADA): To purchase
equipment and defray startup costs for a new
indoor skateboard program located in downtown
Lethbridge.

HENRY S. VARLEY FUND FOR RURAL LIFE, FALL 2021
The Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural Life supported six projects this fall with a total of $95,300 in grant
funding. One application received an additional $2,000 from the Lethbridge Auto Dealers Association.
Careers: The Next Generation,
$7,500: This grant will support the
development of partnerships with
off-campus education programs
to connect students to employers
in the agricultural sector for paid
integrated learning internships.
Lethbridge Therapeutic Riding
Association, $30,000 ($2,000
from the LADA): To expand onlocation equine therapy programs
to seniors’ homes, medical
facilities, addictions treatment
centres, and youth transitional
housing in rural communities
throughout Southwestern Alberta.

Ranchlands Victim Services
Society, $5,000 ($700 from a Field
of Interest Fund): To facilitate
training for new staff, with a focus
on tools and methods for helping
clients in rural communities.

programs, which are geared
toward those with disabilities and
those in assisted care facilities.
The grant will also support further
developing the program to be
self-sustaining.

Safe Haven Women’s Shelter
Society, $30,000: To develop
on-site life skills programming
for women transitioning from
the shelter setting back into
independent life in the community.

Taber & District Museum Society,
$3,400: To support rental and
training fees for specialized
digitization equipment that
museum staff will use to scan and
digitally archive its collection of
local newspaper microfilm. The
Southwest Alberta Sustainable
collection will further preserve
Communities Initiative, $21,400: the information and enhance its
To increase the capacity and reach accessibility to the public.
of the Adaptable Outdoors fishing

2021 COVID-19 RESPONSE AND RECOVERY GRANTS
The Community Foundation expresses
its gratitude to all those who supported
our community throughout the pandemic
with gifts to the COVID-19 Response and
Recovery Grants Program.
Thanks to continued support from our
donors, a further eight organizations received
grants from this program earlier this year.
6

Alberta Birds of Prey Centre: $10,000
Interfaith Food Bank Society of Lethbridge: $1,000
Lethbridge College Food Bank: $3,000
Lethbridge Food Bank Mindful Munchies Program: $10,000
Opokaa’sin Early Intervention Society: $4,000
Southern Alberta Ethnic Association: $20,000
Sweetgrass Youth Alliance: $17,600
University of Lethbridge Food Bank: $7,000

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF LETHBRIDGE + SOUTHWESTERN ALBERTAOO

RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS DAY 2021
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Every year on the first Friday of November, the Community Foundation
commemorates Random Act of Kindness Day, an annual initiative that
celebrates the impact of good deeds and serves as a reminder to pay
them forward. We’re continually inspired by the many different ways our
community spreads gratitude and kindness on this day.
As a special thank-you, the Community Foundation’s Random Act of
Kindness this year is to treat AHS employees from Southwestern Alberta
to an evening at Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden’s Winter Light Festival.
Every Wednesday during December and January, AHS employees who
present proof of employment at point of entry will receive free admission
for themselves and a guest. It’s one small way that we express our
immense gratitude to those who have worked so hard to keep us healthy
during these past few challenging years.
Those who performed a random act of kindness on November 5
this year and shared it with the Community Foundation were entered
in a draw to award one of ten $500 Kindness Grants to the local CRAregistered charity of their choice.
Our thanks to everyone who participated, and congratulations to the
following winners and their chosen charities:

Claresholm Arts Society
(chosen by Carmelle Steel and Cookie’d Claresholm)
Lethbridge & District Humane Society
(chosen by École Agnes Davidson Grade 3 class)
Lethbridge Food Bank
(chosen by Winston Churchill Kindness Club)
Lethbridge Soup Kitchen
(chosen by The Girl Gang)
Milo Library
(chosen by Barb Godkin)

Picture Butte Firefighters
(chosen by Iron Springs “Do Crew”)
Piyami Lodge, Picture Butte
(chosen by Chelsey Slomp)
St. Michael’s Health Centre, Lethbridge
(chosen by Linda Ellefson)
Sunnyside School, Lethbridge County
(chosen by FCSS Southern Alberta)
YWCA Harbour House
(chosen by Mikado Therapeutic Yoga & Massage)

EMERALD ANNIVERSARY GRANTS PROGRAM
The Community Foundation celebrated its 55th anniversary in April of this year, and we commemorated
this milestone occasion with the Emerald Anniversary Grants Program. This program issued ten $5,500
grants to adapt, create, or enhance public spaces to facilitate safer social gathering. The following
projects received an Emerald Anniversary Grant.
Friends of the Sir Alexander Galt Museum: To develop Town of Magrath: To enhance public outdoor space
new video content for the Blackfoot Immersive
near the swimming pool and the elementary school
Experience at Fort Whoop-Up, in consultation with the with trees and picnic tables.
Reconciliation Lethbridge Advisory Committee.
Town of Raymond: To build a disc golf course along
McNally Community Association: To enhance
the community’s pedestrian trail system.
year-round accessibility to the community centre by
replacing and repaving the concrete flatwork around Town of Taber: For the purchase of portable
a new accessibility ramp.
cornhusk-shaped heaters for Confederation Park, for
use by parkgoers free of charge.
Taber and District Health Foundation: To refurbish
an outdoor atrium at the Clearview Lodge to
Village of Barnwell: For refurbishment and
improve safety and accessibility for residents.
expansion of Heritage Park through the installation
of new benches and community garden beds.
Town of Claresholm: To purchase fencing and
benches for Patterson Park.
Village of Carmangay: For upgrades to the
community centre, for a safe and vibrant community
Town of Claresholm and the Claresholm Lions
gathering space.
Club: To build a gazebo in Amundsen Park.
OOCOMMUNITY MATTERS FALL + WINTER 2021
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SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
Let us help you find the option that fulfills your charitable goals and meets your financial needs.
Your gift will be a source of financial support for Southwestern Alberta, forever.
Charity Support Funds: Support your favourite
charity through the Community Foundation.
Charity Support Funds provide annual grants
to charities designated by donors, providing a
permanent source of income for the charity.
Community Priorities Fund: Our oldest and
largest fund, comprised of unrestricted gifts
made by donors over the years. Gifts to this
fund support the Community Priorities Granting
Program’s twice-yearly allocations.
Donor-Advised and Donor-Designated Funds:
These funds enable you to select the charities
you wish to support, either annually, or at the
start of your fund.

Field of Interest Fund: When you establish your
fund, you choose to support an area of interest
— a specific age group, a geographical location,
or an issue — about which you are passionate.
When the Community Priorities Grants
Committee reviews grant applications, a project
that matches one or more of these fields receives
support from your fund.
Scholarships: When you establish your
endowment fund, you choose which school
or schools you want to support with an annual
scholarship. You can also specify additional
criteria, including academic field, year of study,
or other academic qualifications.

We accept donations by cash, cheque, or major credit card. We can also facilitate donations of
securities, life insurance policies, and bequests. To learn more, please contact our office.
Office Closure
The Community Foundation office will be closed over the holidays from noon on December 24th
until 8:30 a.m. on January 4, 2022. If you would like to make an appointment December 29th,
30th, or 31st, please contact Charleen at cdavidson@cflsa.ca to book a time that works for you.
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