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RESPONDING TO COVID-19
A Message from our Executive Director
A variety of words and phrases have been used
to describe 2020 and the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Unprecedented,” “challenging,” and “difficult” have all
been used very extensively as we attempt to adapt to
and understand our new reality – “new reality,” another
widely used phrase this year. Personally, I prefer to use
the word “extraordinary” to define the Community
Foundation’s experience responding to the effects of
the pandemic on our community.
Extraordinary, by definition, means remarkable. From
the very early days of the pandemic, long before we
had any idea what its impacts would be, we witnessed
firsthand the goodness and the generosity that are at
the core of our community as so many came forward
to offer support during the crisis. From the first
appearance of COVID-19, we saw our community
pull together in a variety of ways to ensure that we
all weathered the storm. On most days, we really did
experience all that is good about Southwestern Alberta,
and we heard countless stories about the direct support
that our charitable sector was receiving from generous
individuals throughout the region, support that
sustained these charities at the height of the pandemic.

“…we witnessed firsthand the
goodness and the generosity that are
at the core of our community…”
As a result of the pandemic, most charities were
forced to cancel their annual fundraising campaigns,
campaigns that provide dollars vital to their operations.
Initially we heard panic from several charities as they

contemplated uncertain futures, some questioning their
ability to survive. Others expressed concern about their
ability to meet the inevitable increase on demand on their
services – and questioned how they could safely deliver
services. Our community’s response was immediate
and significant. For instance, early on in the pandemic,
Cor Van Raay supported the Interfaith Food Bank with
a substantial donation that enabled it to address the
increase in demand for food hampers. Sysco Canada,
a food distributor that supplies restaurants, redirected
its product to food banks across our region, further
ensuring food security. In the months that followed,
we heard numerous similar goodwill stories from our
charitable sector about the support it was receiving,
and several groups opted not to apply to us for grants
because they had received so much support from their
immediate community.
For our part, in late March our Board of Directors decided
to shift the funds normally allocated to our Spring
Community Priorities, Rural Life, and Youth in Action
Grants programs to establish a COVID-19 Response
and Recovery Grants program to address the impact
of the pandemic in Southwestern Alberta. While we did
not yet know what that impact would be, we were all
certain that the priorities of our community were about
to change.
We invited our community to support the new
COVID-19 Response and Recovery Grants program,
and received immediate and generous support. Aware
that this was emergency funding, we opted to neither
include these gifts in our endowment nor to charge
our regular administration fee: all funds donated were
committed to going directly back into the community
Continued on page two

as grants. This shift,
and the parameters
that defined it,
made us eligible
for participation in
the Government of
Alberta’s Charitable
Giving
Matching
Donation Program,
an initiative that
supported
eight
C o m m u n i t y
Foundations
and United Way
Centraides across
CHARLEEN DAVIDSON
the province with
a maximum of $2
million. Launched on April 19 and running to May 31,
the result was remarkable as donations arrived from
existing donors and friends as well as from new donors
across the country.
An unexpected donation came from Très Flavoured
Inc., a Montreal bakery that launched a new cookie in
response to the pandemic. Donating 10% of the sales
from these cookies to charities across Canada, we
were the lucky first recipients. As a side note, once the
lockdown ended and our office re-opened, we ordered
a batch of these delicious cookies as a small gesture of
our appreciation.

Adding to our already growing COVID-19 Response
and Recovery Fund came the Government of Canada’s
announcement, also in April, of the Emergency
Community Support Fund (ECSF), a partnership with
the Community Foundations of Canada, the United
Way Centraide Canada, and the Canadian Red Cross.
To ensure expediency with grant disbursements,
we reviewed applications from April right up until
October, with grants being allocated on a near weekly
basis – a huge thank you to the members of the
review committee for their time and commitment. All
tallied, this combined effort resulted in just over $1.4
million in COVID-19 Response and Recovery Grant
funding to over 70 charities and organizations across
Southwestern Alberta.
As the year draws to a close, I acknowledge that 2020
was challenging for all of us, but I choose to focus
on all the good that happened this year; I really do
believe that the pandemic brought out the best of our
community. I recognize my team, Caitlin and Kat, for
their ability and willingness to meet the many demands
our workload placed on us this year. I also thank my
Board of Directors for their support and leadership as
we navigated the pandemic and found our role. Finally,
I extend our gratitude to the Governments of both
Alberta and Canada and to the many individuals who
chose to support the community through our work. It
has indeed been the most extraordinary year.

WITH GRATITUDE
The Community Foundation thanks everyone who supported its COVID-19 Response and Recovery Grants
program. Due to their generosity, we were able to extend out reach – and our dollars – and support our critical
charitable sector in a challenging time. Everyone at the Community Foundation extends their sincere gratitude to
the donors listed below:
Darren Adamson

Barbara and John Harmer

Janice Newberry

Bruce Anderson

David Hill

Arlene Parkinson

Patti and Rob Bandstra

Shirley and David Hughes

Penny and Calvin Sosick

Belinda Crowson

Dianne and Gerald Kubik

Anne and Quentin Stevick

Charleen Davidson

Claudette Lacombe

Suncor Energy Foundation

Claresholm & District
Health Foundation

Ladybug Arborists

David Takeda

Sandra and Wayne Dwornik

Lethbridge Auto Dealers
Association

Tres Flavoured Inc.
and Supporters

Karen and James Enman

Dale and Alastair Maclean

Fernando Tome

Lois and Tom Gilchrist

Karen and Eldon Maronda

Trina and Kim Tymko

Carol and Miles
Godlonton

Megan and Clayton
Martineau

Laurel and Greg
Van Vaerenbergh

Mark Goettel

Bruce McKillop

Ronald Wegner

Sharon Gurr

Lou and Tom McNab

Corey Wolgen

In addition to these individuals, we also received gifts from 13 donors who wish to remain anonymous.
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2020 GRANT PROGRAMS
The work of the Community Foundation would not
be possible without the generous support of its many
donors. Their gifts help us help our community. This
year was a particularly busy one for our grants programs,
largely due to the addition of the COVID-19 Response
and Recovery Grants program. With more than $1.4
million in grants, this program helped us address urgent
needs, and helped our charitable sector make changes
necessary for the safe delivery of programs during a
pandemic.
Our Community Priorities and Rural Life Grants programs,
combined with various Field of Interest Funds, awarded
over $335,000 in grants, while our Donor Designated
and Donor Advised Funds, funds that allow the donor
to determine which charity he or she wishes to support,

awarded over $210,000 in 2020. These grants will be
announced in our spring Giving Together publication.
We brought the Investment Readiness Program (IRP) to
Southern Alberta as a regional partner of the Community
Foundations of Canada. While not an actual grants
program, the IRP allowed us to provide over $98,000 in
non-repayable capital contributions to our community.
All tallied, the Community Foundation supported
Southwestern Alberta with over $2 million in funding this
year. While some of this did come from the Governments
of Alberta and Canada, over half of it came through
the generosity of individuals. We thank our donors for
trusting us with their gifts and for helping us to help
our community. We really could not do it without your
support.

GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA
CHARITABLE GIVING MATCHING DONATION PROGRAM
On April 15, the Government of Alberta launched its Charitable Giving Matching Donation Program, an initiative
that supported the existing COVID-19 charitable programs of eight Alberta Community Foundations and United
Ways, including our own Community Foundation. With a combined $2 million allocated across the province, the
program helped fill gaps created by the increased and changing demand for services created by the pandemic.
Blackfoot Family Lodge Society (Lethbridge), $24,300:
To hire a new cook for meal preparation and delivery
to residents staying at the lodge during the COVID-19
pandemic. This funding will also cover additional
expenses for disinfecting the facility in order to maintain
compliance with AHS public health regulations related
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Kainai Food Bank Society and the Blood Tribe Family
and Community Support Services, $30,000: To
support the increased demand on the food bank through
the purchase and distribution of personal protective
equipment, food hampers, and personal hygiene kits.
Napi Friendship Association (Pincher Creek), $16,566:
To support the development of One Pot Wonders, an
online cooking program that assists families in Pincher
Creek and the Piikani Nation struggling with food
insecurity during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Pincher Creek Foundation: Crestview Lodge, $4,565:
To support seniors’ physical and mental health during the
COVID-19 pandemic through the purchase of additional
recreational supplies, including mini-exercise bikes and
iPads.
Shinah House Foundation (Fort Macleod), $23,400:
To hire a cook and custodian at the Noh Koh Waa
Blackfoot Family Care Home in Fort Macleod. These
positions will ensure that the facility remains in
compliance with AHS public health regulations related
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Southern Alberta Self-Help Association (Lethbridge),
$33,264: To increase personnel for additional client
support at group homes. Personnel will ensure additional
cleaning is completed, and resource connections are
available for clients during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Taber Special Needs Society and the Taber and
District Handi-bus Association, $2,281: To support the
purchase of personal protective equipment, cleaning
supplies, and digital thermometers to re-launch the
handi-bus service. This project received an additional
$39 from the Community Foundation’s COVID-19
Response and Recovery Fund, for a total of $2,320.
Wandering Willows Fundraising Society (Claresholm),
$215: To support the purchase of additional food and
supplies for the Meals on Wheels program, which
provides meals to seniors impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic. This project received an additional $1,485
from the Emergency Community Support Fund, for a
total of $1,700.
Willow Creek Foundation (Fort Macleod), $20,000:
To support the purchase and installation of a gazebo
that will provide residents living at this facility with a
safe and comfortable outdoor space for visits with
friends and family.
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COVID-19 RESPONSE AND RECOVERY GRANTS PROGRAM
The Community Foundation’s COVID-19 Response and Recovery Grants program was established in March when
our Board of Directors made the decision to shift the funds normally allocated to our Community Priorities, Rural
Life, and Youth in Action Grants programs to address the impact of the pandemic in our community. While this
program received great support from our community, it also received funding from the Government of Alberta.
The grants listed below were funded through the initial seed money allocated in March.
Boys and Girls Clubs of the Foothills, $3,000: To support
the purchase and distribution of food hampers for families
in the M.D. of Willow Creek struggling financially due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Lethbridge Family Services, $25,000: To support the
development and implementation of online counselling
services through the purchase of computers and
microphones, as well as subsidizing costs for clients.

Blood Tribe Administration, (Department of Health
Incorporated), $30,000: To support the purchase and
distribution of food hampers for families on the Kainai
Nation struggling financially due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Lethbridge Food Bank Society, $30,000: To support the
increased demand on the food bank through the purchase
of additional food items and supplies for programs such
as Hampers for Families and Mindful Munchies.

Blood Tribe Administration (Recreation and Parks),
$15,000: To support the re-launch of youth recreation
programming, cover the costs to retrofit transportation
vehicles with Plexiglas screens, and purchase cleaning
supplies.
Bridges of Hope International (Blue Rein Ranch, Fort
Macleod), $9,300: To subsidize the Animal Assisted Therapy
program for families struggling financially due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Bridges of Hope International (Youth One), $5,000: To
support the development of an online platform to host
youth programming, and to establish a helpline, which will
connect youth-at-risk in Southern Alberta with available
resources during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Claresholm Seniors Drop-In Centre, $10,000: To support
the development of an outreach program for the provision
of health and well-being check-ins with seniors living in
their own homes. This program also includes the delivery
of medications and groceries.
Good Samaritan Society: Prairie Ridge (Raymond),
$13,229: To support landscaping and the purchase of
benches to provide residents with a safe and comfortable
outdoor courtyard for visits with friends and family.
Green Acres Foundation: Golden Acres (Lethbridge),
$9,842: For the purchase and installation of a gazebo to
provide residents with a safe and comfortable outdoor
space for visits with friends and family.
Interfaith Food Bank Society of Lethbridge, $3,500: To
support the purchase of personal protective equipment
for volunteers and staff distributing food hampers.
Kidney Foundation of Canada: Southern Alberta,
$20,000: To subsidize transportation and increased food
costs for clients who are struggling financially due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Lethbridge College, $3,000: To support the purchase of
perishable and non-perishable food items for the Lethbridge
College Food Bank.
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Lethbridge Soup Kitchen Association, $24,000: To
support the increased demand on the Soup Kitchen’s hot
meal dinner program through the purchase of food and
single use serving items, such as plates, cutlery, and cups.
Nord-Bridge Senior Citizens Association (Lethbridge),
$10,000: To support the development of an outreach
program for the provision of health and well-being checkins with seniors living in their own homes. This program also
includes the delivery of medications and groceries.
Safe Haven Women’s Shelter (Taber), $18,481: To hire a
part-time cook to prepare and deliver meals to residents
in order to maintain compliance with AHS public health
regulations related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Streets Alive Family Support Association (Lethbridge),
$17,350: To support the increased demand on the bagged
meal program, with the purchase of additional food items,
supplies, and disposable facemasks.
Taber Food Bank Society, $20,000: To support the
increased demand on the food bank through the purchase of
additional food items and supplies.
Taber Special Needs Society and the Taber and District
Handi-bus Association, $39: To support the purchase of
personal protective equipment, cleaning supplies, and digital
thermometers to re-launch the handi-bus service. This
project received an additional $2,281 from the Government
of Alberta’s Charitable Giving Matching Donation Program,
for a total of $2,320.
University of Lethbridge, $20,000: To support the
purchase of food items for students accessing the University
of Lethbridge Students’ Union Food Bank.
Willow Creek Foundation, $3,000: To purchase iPads to
allow residents to connect with their friends and families
during lockdown.
Wood’s Homes (Lethbridge), $15,000: To support
additional staff wages at the Youth Connections: The Core,
a short-term facility for youth experiencing homelessness,
required due to an increased demand on emergency housing
for at-risk youth during the COVID-19 pandemic.

EMERGENCY COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUND
Announced in April by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, and funded by the Government of Canada, the Emergency
Community Support Fund (ECSF) was a national initiative that provided $350 million to support charities working
with vulnerable populations disproportionately affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. This program was carried out in
partnership with the Community Foundations of Canada, the United Way Centraide Canada, and the Canadian Red
Cross.
Allied Arts Council of Lethbridge, $2,000: To support the
development of a seven-week virtual art program, including
at-home art kits for families.

Claresholm Animal Rescue Society, $10,000: To subsidize
veterinary services for the increasing number of animals
abandoned due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Big Brothers Big Sisters Lethbridge and District,
$8,000: To support the development and launch of an
online mentorship and mental health program for children
and youth.

Claresholm and District Health Foundation, $4,600: To
support the mental health and well-being of seniors through
the purchase of exercise bikes and robotic companion pets.

Blood Tribe Administration, $23,000: To purchase items
for wellness baskets due to increased client visits at the
site in Standoff during the COVID-19 pandemic. Materials
purchased include nutritious food, sanitization supplies, and
traditional cleansing and spiritual items such as sage and
sweet grass.
Boys and Girls Club of the Foothills, $51,820: To support
the development of the Family Resiliency Program, which
will provide ongoing mental health supports to vulnerable
families in the M.D. of Willow Creek, Vulcan County, and
the Crowsnest Pass.
Bridges of Hope International (Youth One), $18,750:
To support the staff wages of two new programming
positions in order to provide additional support to at-risk
youth participating in virtual and in-person after school
programming.
Calgary Alpha House Society (Lethbridge Shelter), $25,500:
To support the purchase of hygiene and snack kits for clients,
upgrade the current laundry services to meet AHS public
health regulations related to the COVID-19 pandemic,
and hire additional staff supports at the permanent and
temporary overflow shelters in Lethbridge.
Canadian Bhutanese Society (Lethbridge), $20,000:
To facilitate a COVID-19 outreach program, including the
hiring of translators to support the Bhutanese community
to understand COVID-19 restrictions and how to access
government supports. This grant also provided for the purchase
of personal protective equipment and thermometers.
Canadian Cancer Society, $10,000: To support the
Travel Treatment Fund, which subsidizes travel costs for
Southwestern Albertans living with cancer who are struggling
financially due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Chinook Sexual Assault Centre (Lethbridge), $6,500: To
purchase laptops, cameras, and headsets for staff working
off-site. This grant also supported the purchase of personal
protective equipment and cleaning materials necessary to
re-open the centre to meet AHS public health regulations
related to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Claresholm and District Transportation Society, $6,400:
To support the safe re-launch of transport services during
COVID-19 through the purchase of new tires, fuel, plexiglass
screens, and cleaning supplies.
Claresholm Senior Citizens Drop-in Centre, $15,000:
To support the development of an outreach program for the
provision of health and well-being check-ins with seniors
living in their own homes. This program also includes the
delivery of medications and groceries.
Crossroads Counselling Centre Society, $25,000: To
subsidize counselling supports for low income and frontline
workers experiencing mental health challenges due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Family Centre Society of Lethbridge and District, $9,713:
To purchase new laptops and computer software, that will
allow staff to help support their clients from home. Funding
will also be used to hire additional support staff to help
manage increased programming needs.
Foothills Detox Centre (Fort Macleod), $25,800: To hire
additional staff to screen clients for COVID-19 and to ensure
enhanced sanitization of the facility to meet AHS public
health regulations related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Fort Macleod Handibus Society, $1,760: To purchase
personal protective equipment and additional cleaning
supplies, allowing the Handibus Society to re-open services
for the safe transportation of clients.
Friends of the Helen Schuler Nature Centre Society
(Lethbridge), $1,000: To support the production and
dissemination of Get Outside 101 - Nature Play Guides for
children from low socio-economic families.
Friends of the Taber Literacy Association, $18,000: To
purchase and install plexiglass screens, which will enable
staff to safely assist clients during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Good Samaritan Society: Park Meadows (Lethbridge),
$10,000: To support the completion of a courtyard fence
that will provide residents with a safe outdoor space to visit
with family and friends.
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Interfaith Food Bank Society of Lethbridge, $13,356: To
support the purchase of shelving units to store surplus food
prior to distribution to other local charities.
KidSport, Lethbridge and Taber, $35,000: To help subsidize
sports programs for families that are struggling financially
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Lethbridge College, $12,500: To purchase laptops for aides
that attend classes virtually with students who need additional
supports due to learning disabilities.
Lethbridge Family Services, $20,000: To purchase an air
purifying system that will support the safe re-opening of
the main office in Lethbridge.
Lethbridge Food Bank Society, $13,356: To purchase
shelving units and a large cooler to meet the increased
demand on the food bank due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Lethbridge John Howard Society, $10,530: To retrofit
the office in Lethbridge so that it can re-open to clients,
including the purchase of plexiglass and personal protective
equipment. Funding will also support the development
of program materials to help educate recently released
inmates about the COVID-19 pandemic.
Let’s Talk Science, $2,678: To support the development
and distribution of STEM learning packages for children in
Grades 4-6 from low socio-economic families.
Lethbridge Victim Assistance Society, $8,625: To hire a
relief staff to recruit and coordinate new volunteers necessary
to support victims during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Marquis Foundation (Vulcan), $4,800: To support residents’
mental health through the purchase of iPads and an outdoor
fire pit to allow residents to safely visit, both virtually and inperson, with family and friends.
Nanton Quality of Life Foundation, $1,200: To support
the development and distribution of craft kits for children
and youth in the community that are isolated by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Napi Friendship Association (Pincher Creek), $30,000:
To support the expansion of One Pot Wonders in order to
reach more families facing food insecurity in Pincher Creek
and on the Piikani Nation.
Opokaa’sin Early Intervention Society (Lethbridge),
$75,000: To support the safe re-launch of all programs
through the installation of additional sanitation stations and
two new bathrooms. This grant also funds hiring custodial
staff to meet AHS public health regulations related to
COVID-19.
Prairie Winds Clubhouse Society (Claresholm), $12,000:
To support the development of an outreach team and a
helpline to contact clients requiring additional supports
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Ranchlands Victim Services Society, $39,999: To support
the development of three new relief positions to help
manage the increased demand on Victim Services due to
the COVID-19 pandemic in the M.D. of Willow Creek, M.D.
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of Ranchlands, and Crowsnest Pass.
Southern Alberta Ethnic Association (Lethbridge),
$35,000: To support the launch of the COVID-19 Response
Program, which provides translation services and assistance
for newcomers accessing government supports and safety
information regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. This
grant also supports the purchase of personal protective
equipment.
Southern Alcare Society and Industries (Lethbridge),
$20,000: To support the purchase of laptops and new
software used for online consultations by staff working offand on- site. Grant funding will also be used to purchase
laptops and IPads for clients living on-site so that they can
connect with loved ones.
South Country Treatment Centre (Lethbridge County),
$40,000: To support the introduction of new programming
for residents that are required to stay on-site longer than
30 days, due to the increased wait times for low-income
housing from the COVID-19 pandemic.
South Region Parents as Teachers, $3,800: To support
the purchase of laptops and personal protective equipment
for employees, allowing for safer in-home visits with new
parents and caregivers.
Starlight Children’s Foundation (Lethbridge), $8,120:
To support the purchase and distribution of play packs
for children at the Chinook Regional Hospital who are in
isolation and unable to have visitors.
Streets Alive Family Support Association (Lethbridge),
$14,400: To support safely moving parolees into a
transition house upon early release from prison early due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Taber and District Housing Foundation, $18,000:
To subsidize the Meals on Wheels program for new and
existing clients struggling financially due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Town of Fort Macleod (Family and Community Support
Services), $17,704: To hire additional staff to help the
public access COVID-19 government supports, as well as
to modify programs for seniors, including Meals on Wheels.
Town of Fort Macleod (Fort Macleod Public Library),
$10,000: To purchase personal protective equipment,
increased shelving, mobile partitions, bin storage, and book
carts for the safe re-opening of the library.
University of Lethbridge: Conservatory of Music, $4,800:
To subsidize and coordinate children’s summer music
camps on an online platform.
Volunteer Lethbridge Association, $17,028: To support
the development of a volunteer screening program to
strengthen volunteer programs for charities and nonprofits during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Vulcan County (Vulcan Regional Response to Elder Abuse
Coalition), $17,000: To support the development of an
outreach program to help seniors who may be at risk

of experiencing elder abuse due to increased isolation
during the COVID-19 lockdown.
Wandering Willows Fundraising Society (Claresholm),
$1,485: To support the purchase of supplies for the Meals
on Wheels program, which provides meals to members of
the community struggling financially due to the COVID-19
pandemic. This project received $215 from the Government
of Alberta’s Charitable Giving Matching Donation Program,
for a total of $1,700.
Wildrose Community Connections (Claresholm), $15,476: To
support the Caring Connections program in Claresholm,
which provides wellness checks as well as referrals to
resources for vulnerable community members impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

to the COVID-19 pandemic.
YWCA Lethbridge and District: Harbour House, $75,000:
To increase personnel for the provision of 24-hour support to
victims of domestic violence, and to retrofit the facility for
increased shelter space to allow for social distancing.
YWCA Lethbridge and District, $65,000: To support
the re-development of programming and additional staff
hours required to help youth in the new LifeSkills Network
of Strength and Learning program, which supports youth
experiencing homelessness during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Emergency Community
Support Fund
Funded by

YMCA of Lethbridge, $15,000: To subsidize youth day
camps for the children of families struggling financially due

COVID-19
Response and
Recovery Grants
program

Emergency
Community
Support
Fund

Government of
Alberta Charitable
Giving Matching
Donation Program

$304,741

$949,700

$154,591

24%
$333,197 in grant
funding supported
programs for adults
and/or seniors

19%
$265,843 in grant
funding supported health
and safety through the
purchase of PPE and
retrofits in work spaces

11%
$160,620 in grant funding
supported mental health
and wellbeing services

Total Grants
Awarded

$1.4M
20%

$283,847 in grant
funding supported
food security

12%

$170,848 in grant
funding supported
programs for
children and youth

10%
$137,664 in grant
funding supported
housing

$3.5M

4%
$57,013 in grant funding
supported the purchase
of technology for
virtual programming

40%

in grant requests

$1.4M

in grants awarded

of grants were
awarded in the
rural community
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COMMUNITY PRIORITIES FUND
This fall, the Community Foundation supported 28 organizations in Southwestern Alberta with $215,000 from the
Community Priorities Fund and $34,234 from various Field of Interest Funds. The funding for these grants is made
possible by income generated by endowments established by generous donors over the past 54 years.
Six projects also received a total of $9,000 in funding from the Lethbridge Auto Dealers Associations (LADA), to
which we express our gratitude for their commitment to our community. In total, this fall’s successful applicants
received a combined $258,234 for their projects. Congratulations!
ALS Society of Alberta, $10,000: To support an equipment
loan program, including hospital beds and stair lifts, for
Southwestern Albertans living with ALS.
Canadian Grain Elevator Discovery Centre (Nanton),
$7,500: To support the purchase and installation of a
perimeter fence for increased site security.
Chinook Sexual Assault Centre, $15,000 ($1,000
from LADA): To purchase video equipment to record
interviews from children who have experienced assault
for submission to the courts.
Crowsnest Nordic Ski Club, $8,000: To purchase a new
ski trail groomer to maintain the ski trails.
F. P. Walshe Fundraising Foundation (Fort Macleod),
$15,000 ($1,000 from LADA): To encourage increased
physical activity through the purchase and installation of
new sports equipment.

storage of guests’ personal items, and to purchase
additional food processing equipment.
Lethbridge Therapeutic Riding Association, $11,550: To
support the purchase and installation of stock watering
systems for program horses.
Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 (Twin Butte
Community Society), $15,000: To support the installation
of an elevator in the community hall, which will provide
accessibility for people with mobility barriers.
Municipal District of Taber (Vauxhall Agriculture
Society), $12,180: To support the renovation of the
rodeo grounds to create a safer environment for both the
livestock and the rodeo competitors.
Municipal District of Willow Creek No. 26 (MAE Belle
Club), $3,750: To replace the furnace in the Ardenville Hall.

Green Acres Foundation (Lethbridge), $7,500: To
increase the physical and mental health of residents
through the purchase of Smart TVs that will stream
recreational programs.
Holy Spirit Catholic School Division (Our Lady of the
Assumption School), $5,000 ($1,000 from LADA): To
develop a sensory room for students experiencing stress
or mental health challenges.
Holy Spirit Catholic School Division (St. Patrick Fine
Arts Elementary School), $5,100: To purchase new
musical instruments.
Lethbridge and District Music and Speech Arts Festival
Society, $1,034: To purchase a new laptop in order to
meet the demands of online transactions.
Lethbridge Area Search and Rescue Association, $2,620:
To support the Shoreline Safety Project through the
purchase of rescue equipment.
Lethbridge School Division No. 51 (Park Meadows
School), $15,000 ($2,500 from LADA): To purchase
laptops and a portable charging cart for the continued
integration of technology into the classroom.
Lethbridge School Division No. 51 (Senator Buchanan
School), $5,000: To develop a sensory room for students
experiencing stress or mental health challenges.
Lethbridge Soup Kitchen Association, $4,000 ($1,000
from LADA): To upgrade the facility to ensure secure
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Grants Coordinator, Caitlin Gajdostik, presents a
grant to Green Acres Foundation Housing Services
Manager, Naomi Plausteiner.

Milo and District Agricultural Society, $7,500: To support
bathroom renovations.
Palliser Regional School Division (Jennie Emery
Elementary School), $5,000: To develop a sensory
room for students experiencing stress or mental health
challenges.
Palliser Regional School Division (R. I. Baker Middle
School), $5,000: To develop a sensory room for students
experiencing stress or mental health challenges.

The Lethbridge and District Japanese Garden Society, Town of Pincher Creek (Royal Canadian Legion Pincher
$15,000 ($2,000 from LADA): To develop an interactive Branch #43), $7,500: To replace the building’s windows
digital exhibit to display in the Japanese Garden’s new with new, energy-efficient models.
Programming and Community Facility.
Town of Raymond (Raymond Volunteer Fire
The Southern Alberta Self-Help Association, $10,000 Department), $15,000: To purchase an electric hydraulic
($1,500 from LADA): To support the purchase of a van ram, which will accelerate rescues in severe motor
vehicle accidents.
for the transportation of clients to appointments.
Town of Claresholm (Claresholm Childcare Society), Village of Carmangay (Carmangay Community Centre),
$10,000: To upgrade the exterior of the childcare facility. $15,000: To purchase and install new kitchen cabinets
in the community centre.
Town of Magrath, $10,000: To support the installation Village of Champion, $15,000: To renovate an abandoned
of a water slide at the new swimming pool.
gas station into a workshop and art studio for the
community.

HENRY S. VARLEY FUND FOR RURAL LIFE
Established through a bequest from Pincher Creek-area rancher Bill Long, and named in memory of his uncle, the
Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural Life offers support to rural projects in areas of innovation, community collaboration,
education and training, and information and research. This fall, the Rural Life Grants program awarded nine
grants totaling $86,250 to causes and organizations working to improve the quality of life of residents in rural
Southwestern Alberta. Congratulations!
4-H Foundation of Alberta, $3,000: To support
the purchase of equipment used at Regional
4-H events in Southern Alberta.
Carmangay and District Municipal Library,
$3,500: To support the library’s after school
program, which focuses on mental and physical
health, and other learning opportunities for
youth.
Friends of Taber Literacy Association, $5,000:
To support the Taber Newcomers Services and
programs.
Prostate Cancer Centre MAN VAN, $4,000:
To support the ongoing operations of the
MAN VAN, a mobile men’s health clinic that
offers mental health checks and blood testing
for men aged 40-80, in the rural community.

Grants Coordinator, Caitlin Gajdostik, presents a grant to
the Executive Director of Southern Alberta MedicAir Society
(HALO), Kim Simpson.

Scientists in Schools, $9,000: To develop and distribute hands-on virtual STEM experiences for children living
in rural and/or low-income communities.
Southern Alberta MedicAir Society (HALO Air Ambulance), $30,000: To develop and deliver training to first
responders in rural Southwestern Alberta.
Southwest Alberta Sustainable Community Initiative Centre (SASCI), $5,000: To support research on grassland
recovery strategies and regulations to help minimize the loss of native grasslands in Southwestern Alberta.
Town of Coaldale and Palliser Regional Schools, $6,750: To purchase equipment for the Kate Andrews Fire
Academy, which provides students of Kate Andrews High School with the opportunity to earn college credit in the
medical first responder and fire responder fields.
Wild Rose Community Connections, $20,000: To support the development of a food rescue program in Claresholm
to minimize food waste through the collection of food items from grocery stores and restaurants that cannot be sold
due to damage or imminent expiry dates.

9

INVESTMENT READINESS PROGRAM
Earlier this spring, the Community Foundation, in partnership with the Community Foundation of Southeastern
Alberta, allocated $98,660 in non-repayable capital contributions to four Southern Alberta organizations from the
Investment Readiness Program (IRP). The IRP is a national initiative led by the Community Foundations of Canada
and funded by the Government of Canada. The following four organizations received support in the first round of
funding:
The Friends of Medalta Society (Medicine Hat), $50,600: To support the expansion of clay products manufactured
at the Medalta Potteries National Historic Site for larger wholesale contracts through increased production volume,
product selection, and capacity, including through equipment purchase and upgrading.
The Lethbridge Youth Foundation, $17,000: To support a feasibility study for a potential social enterprise that will
focus on meaningful training and employment opportunities for both Indigenous youth and youth new to Canada.
The Rotary Club of Pincher Creek, $10,000: To support the implementation of a business plan, including market
analysis, financial modeling, and investment structuring for co-housing and small businesses.
The University of Lethbridge, $21,060: To support the implementation of the business case preparation for the
marketing and sale of “Building Brains Together” games, which have been developed to address executive function
in young children and provide education around brain development for parents and caregivers.
A second and final round of funding will be announced early in the new year.
The Investment Readiness Program
Funded by

The Community Foundation is proud to be a regional
partner for the implementation of the IRP.

RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS DAY
The first Friday of November is celebrated by community foundations across the country each year as Random Act
of Kindness Day (RAK Day), a day to promote and celebrate kind acts. This year, the Community Foundation focused
on some of our frontline workers by sending special thank you’s to EMS and fire departments across Southwestern
Alberta as a small token of our gratitude for the critical role they play in keeping our community safe and healthy.
Once again, the Community Foundation awarded ten $500 Kindness Grants to local CRA registered charities,
selected by RAK Day participants who shared their kind acts with us on social media or by contacting the office.
Here are this year’s lucky participants and the charities they chose:
50 Degrees Official - Taber,
Canadian Mental Health
Association – South Region
Arrowwood Community School,
Town of Vulcan
(Vulcan Food Bank)
Children of St. Martha Elementary
School, Opokaa’sin Early
Intervention Society
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Greenery on Main,
Empress Theatre Society
Logan and Lindon Goruk,
Catholic Central High School –
Santa’s Anonymous
Megan Martineau, KidSport
Lethbridge and Taber
Pioneer Lodge, Fort Macleod
Handibus Society

Stirling School,
Lethbridge Soup Kitchen
Association
Zachary Boulay, St. Patrick
Elementary School - Natural
Playground Fund
Kyla King,
YWCA Lethbridge
and District

REMEMBERING PHIL NORTH
On April 30, 2020, long-time friend
of the Community Foundation, Phil
North passed away. Phil served
on the Community Foundation’s
Board of Directors from 1997-2003,
including two years as President.
Phil also served on the Board
of Directors for the Community
Foundations of Canada. In addition,
Phil served as President of the
Lethbridge Rotary Club, Chair of the
Lions Bank Society, and Chairman of
the University of Lethbridge Board
of Governors.
A well known and respected lawyer
–and the founder of North and
Company LLP firm - Phil was also

an extremely generous man who
believed in supporting community.
Because Phil was passionate about
sports, memorial gifts made to
the Community Foundation in his
name will support the participation
of children in sport.
Phil was a warm, generous, and
sincere man who gave to us
many gifts over the years, the
most valuable of which was his
friendship. He left his indelible
mark on our work and our lives, and
we are grateful to have known and
worked with him. We all miss him
dearly and send our condolences
to his family.

WELCOME, KAT FAREWELL, ROB
After almost three years as our Research and Community Knowledge Coordinator, Rob
Dowell resigned from the Community Foundation at the end of March to explore new
opportunities in England. Once referred to as a “super data nerd,” a title he wore with pride,
Rob authored the bulk of our publications, including our annual Vital Signs report. A gifted
writer, Rob taught us all a few new shiny words, and he always knew when to use the Oxford
comma. Rob was a friend to everyone and always willing to help out with all the many other
office tasks, no matter how big or small. We wish him well with the next chapter in his life.
ROB DOWELL
Kaitlynn (Kat) Weaver joined our team to our team as the new Community Knowledge
Coordinator in mid-March. Kat began working with the Community Foundation in a
volunteer capacity as a member of our Vital Signs Committee in May 2017. A graduate of
the University of Lethbridge, Kat has a strong background in (and love for) research, writing,
and graphic design. Welcome, Kat!
KAT WEAVER

UPCOMING EVENTS
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
The application intake for the Spring Community Priorities, Rural Life, and Youth in Action Grants
Programs will open in early 2021. More information can be found at cflsa.ca/grants.
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BEST OF THE SEASON
The Community Foundation office will be closed from December 24 to December 28, inclusive, and on
January 1.
Tax receipts dated for 2020 will be issued for gifts made on or before December 31, 2020. Any donations processed
when the office re-opens on January 2 are eligible for a tax receipt if dated or postmarked on or before December
31, 2020.

We wish you a happy and healthy holiday season!
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