
The Community Foundation is 
proud to announce that it has 
been selected as a Regional 
Partner in Community 
Foundations of Canada’s 
Investment Readiness Program 
(IRP). The IRP is a national 
initiative led by the Community 
Foundations of Canada (CFC) 
and funded by the Government 
of Canada that will provide 
$18.5 million across Canada 
to seed and grow social 
enterprise.
     Earlier this summer, the 
Government of Canada 
launched the IRP to help 
social purpose organizations, 
including charities, non-
profits, social enterprises, for-profits with a social 
purpose, and co-operatives, build their capacity to 
accept investment and participate in Canada’s growing 
social finance market. The IRP will provide successful 
applicants with non-repayable capital to design, plan, 
measure, and scale social enterprises in order to get 
ready to accept investment.
     Regional Partners were selected through an 
application process to the CFC earlier this year, 
with the Community Foundation of Lethbridge and 
Southwestern Alberta partnering with the Community 
Foundation of Southeastern Alberta to bring this 
program to the province’s south. Rather than join 
the provincial consortium, CFLSA Executive Director 
Charleen Davidson immediately identified this as an 
opportunity to bring the program to Southern Alberta, 
so that the community foundations can continue to 
serve their respective communities directly, while 
increasing their own internal capacity.

     Other members of the local 
consortium are: Community 
Futures Lethbridge Region 
and Entre-Corp; Economic 
Development Lethbridge; 
Lethbridge College, 
the Centre for Applied 
Research, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship; Lethbridge 
Indigenous Sharing Network; 
Regional Innovation Network 
of Southern Alberta (RINSA) 
and Alberta Innovates; 
University of Lethbridge, 
Agility Program; Medicine Hat 
College Business Development 
Office; Medicine Hat & District 
Chamber of Commerce; and 

Sandfly Marketing Inc. 
     The CFC is one of five organizations funded by 
the Government of Canada to ensure social purpose 
organizations are prepared to access to this new 
funding. The other four are the Canadian Women’s 
Foundation, Chantier de l’économie sociale, the 
National Aboriginal Capital Corporations Association, 
and the National Association of Friendship Centres.
     Applications to the IRP will be accepted beginning 
January 8, 2020, and can be submitted by for-profit 
or charitable social purpose organizations based in 
Southern Alberta. The deadline to apply for funding 
is February 10, 2020. Please contact the Community 
Foundation office for more information on funding 
criteria and how to apply.

Communities flourish through generosity.

COMMUNITY MATTERS

Investment Readiness Program

Fall ∙ Winter 2019

We the South: Community Foundation Executive 
Director Charleen Davidson with Chris Christie, 

Executive Director of the Community Foundation 
of Southeastern Alberta.

The Investment Readiness 
Program is funded by the 
Government of Canada.



Welcome to the Fall and 
Winter edition of our 
newsletter. As I write this, 
I watch the snow fall, and 
my thoughts turn to the 
holiday season. As the year 
winds down I think of the 
many adventures we’ve 
had these past months.
     In June, I joined our 
President, Randall Baker, 
and our Researcher, 
Rob Dowell, in Victoria, 
B.C. for Community 
Foundations of Canada’s 
biennial conference. This 

year’s conference theme was “All In,” which explored 
the many ways that community foundations can 
help address challenges that affect all Canadians. 
While the conference featured sessions with many 
innovative thinkers, each exploring a different element 
of community philanthropy, my personal favourite was 
Edgar Villanueva, author of the book Decolonizing 
Wealth. Villanueva offers a humbling perspective on 
the responsibility and opportunity we have as funders, 
and challenges us to ensure we’re inclusive. 
     Also in June, I attended the groundbreaking 
ceremony for a Habitat for Humanity home build in 
Pincher Creek. I had the great pleasure of meeting the 
two families who received homes in this new duplex, 
hearing firsthand how grateful they are to become 
homeowners. We are so proud to support this initiative 
with a grant from the Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural 
Life. We wish these families much happiness in their 
new homes.
     During our too-short fall (where did that September 
snowstorm come from?!), I completed an application 

for the Community Foundations of Canada’s 
Investment Readiness Program (IRP), an application I 
am happy to announce was successful. This initiative 
will allow us to expand our work by offering support 
for social enterprise work across Southern Alberta. I 
thank all of our partners for supporting this initiative—I 
look forward to working with each of you. For more on 
the IRP, please see the front page.
     In October, we launched our seventh consecutive 
Vital Signs report, which continues to evolve and grow 
each year. During the launch, we had two fantastic 
speakers discuss the impact our grants have on their 
work. For more on the report, please see page three.
     Last month, we had the opportunity to celebrate 
philanthropy and our local philanthropists. We were 
proud to be the Presenting Sponsor of the Southern 
Alberta Chapter of the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals’ fifth annual Inspiring Philanthropy 
Awards Luncheon. Five awards were presented, 
including one to our own donors Bernadine and Toby 
Boulet, for their philanthropic work. Congratulations 
to all of the honourees. Thank you for perpetuating the 
giving spirit in our community.
     As the year winds down, we celebrate philanthropy 
even more with our Fall-Winter Grants Celebration. 
At that event, we awarded over $287,000 in grants 
to a broad range of initiatives that will enhance and 
strengthen our community, all thanks to the generosity 
of our donors. 
     The snow continues to fall, but my attention has 
shifted to the stack of Christmas cards awaiting my 
signature. On behalf of everyone at the Community 
Foundation, I extend our best wishes to you and your 
family for a very happy holiday. We look forward to 
working with you in the new year.

2

MESSAGEEXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

BOB!THANKS AND FAREWELL, 
Earlier this spring, we said farewell to Bob Short, whose time on our Board 
of Directors has come to an end. Bob and his guide dog, Pacer, joined the 
Community Priorities Grants Committee in 2015, as part of the group that reviews 
and assesses grant applications to make recommendations for funding to our 
Board of Directors. 
     Bob was appointed to the Board of Directors in January of 2018. In this role, he 
continued to lend us his perspective on grant applications. He was also a member 
of the Public Relations Committee, where he took part in planning the Friends of 
the Foundation Dinner in March of this year.
     We will miss having Bob’s kind, patient, and friendly presence at the office. 
Thank you for sharing your friendship, your expertise, and your generosity with us 
over the years!

Charleen Davidson



On October 2, we launched our seventh 
Vital Signs report. This year’s report surveys 
several topics related to quality of life in our 
region, including improvements to regional 
transportation, trends in education, and 
local renewable energy initiatives. Vital Signs 
also links the topics presented to the United 
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), a series of interconnected objectives 
that champion long-term societal, cultural, 
and environmental growth around the 
world.
     The program for this year’s launch 
celebration drew on the Community 
Foundation’s previous experiences 
integrating our Vital Signs work into our 
granting initiatives. Applicants to the 
Community Foundation’s granting programs 
must link their proposed project with one 
of Vital Signs’ six Impact Areas, which 
helps us assess the need for the project. As a way 
to demonstrate this alignment, two guest speakers 
each discussed a project funded by a Community 
Foundation grant that addressed a need identified in a 
previous Vital Signs report. 
     Timmi Shorr, Chief Operating Officer for Rowan 
House Society, discussed her organization’s 
transitional housing program, which received grant 
funding from the Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural Life for 
two phases of the project. The program places women 
in homes throughout the Claresholm area, where they 
benefit from the security and care of a compassionate 
household.

     Judy Stolk-Ingram of the Chinook Foundation for 
Career Transitions discussed her organization’s efforts 
to increase local high school graduation rates through 
a career exploration program. Funded by a grant from 
the Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural Life, this program 
helps students plan for the future, investigating 
potential career paths by meeting with professionals 
working in a variety of fields.
     Vital Signs 2019 is available from the Community 
Foundation office or online at www.cflsa.ca/
knowledge. Reports from across the country can be 
viewed at www.communityfoundations.ca/initiatives/
vital-signs. Vital Signs is an initiative of Community 
Foundations of Canada.
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LAUNCHVITAL SIGNS 2019

Community Foundation Executive Director Charleen Davidson 
addresses the audience at the Vital Signs launch in October.

FOUNDATION DINNERFRIENDS OF THE
We are delighted to announce that the guest speakers for 
the 2020 Friends of the Foundation Dinner will be Bernadine 
and Toby Boulet. The Boulets will talk about their son, Logan, 
and how they plan to continue his legacy by giving back 
to the community through the Logan Boulet Fund at the 
Community Foundation. 
    The Logan Boulet Fund was established this past June to 
provide support for causes that were important to Logan, 
including the Special Olympics, organ donation, and youth 
participation in sport. As a Donor-Advised Fund, Logan’s 
family will determine the causes and charities it will support.
    The 2020 Friends of the Foundation Dinner will be held on 
Thursday, March 19 at the Coast Hotel & Conference Center 
in Lethbridge. Tickets will go on sale in January. We invite 
you to bring your friends and join us for a special evening.
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In December, the Community Foundation supported 31 organizations in Southwestern Alberta 
with $223,190 from the Community Priorities Fund and $7,810 from various Field of Interest Funds. 
The funding for these grants is provided by investment income generated through endowments 
established by the Community Foundation’s generous donors over the past 53 years. 
     In total, this fall’s successful applicants to the Community Priorities Fund received a combined 
$231,000 for their projects. Congratulations!

RECIPIENTSFALL GRANT
Community Priorities Fund

Arrowwood School, $7,000 ($2,400 from 
Field of Interest Funds): To develop a school 
sensory room.

Blood Tribe Recreation and Parks, $15,000: 
To purchase new sports equipment and 
expand youth programs.

Border Community Wellness Foundation, 
Milk River, $10,000: To purchase new 
furniture and other amenities for the palliative 
and long-term care facilities at the Milk River 
Health Centre.

Cardston and District Healthcare Auxiliary 
Association, $6,000: To purchase a pediatric 
immobilization device known as a Pigg-O-Stat, 
used when x-raying infants and small children.

Claresholm & District Health Foundation, 
$2,500: For a mural decorating the facility 
housing long-term care patients.

Cowley Lions Club, $10,000: For the construction of 
a new multi-purpose facility.

Devil’s Coulee Cooperating Society, Warner, $3,500: 
For the development of a kids’ zone at the Devil’s 
Coulee Dinosaur & Heritage Museum.

Dr. Hamman School, Taber, $5,000: To add barrier-
free access points to the school’s playground.

Empress Theatre Society, Fort Macleod, $6,000:
To purchase a replacement movie theatre screen.

Fleetwood-Bawden Elementary School, Lethbridge, 
$5,000: To develop a school sensory room.

Galbraith Elementary School, Lethbridge, $6,600: 
To develop sensory learning spaces throughout the 
school.

Huntsville School, Iron Springs, $10,000: To 
upgrade the school’s playground. 

Interfaith Food Bank Society of Lethbridge, 
$10,000: For facility renovations to enhance service 
delivery and programming.

Lethbridge and Community Addictions Treatment 
Society, $6,500: To purchase a new gas range for 
South Country Treatment Centre.

Lethbridge and District Horticultural Society, 
$6,400: To protect the society’s Legacy Ornamental 
Garden at Legacy Park with deer-proof fencing.

Lethbridge Community Band Society, $10,000: To 
purchase a set of specialized Brass Band instruments.

Lomond Lions Club, $9,400: For the development of 
Pioneer Park, a new green space in the community.

McNally Community Association, $13,500: To repair 
the McNally Community Centre building’s foundation.

Grant plaques at the Community Foundation’s
Spring Grants Celebration in May.



5

Mike Mountain Horse Elementary School, 
Lethbridge, $5,000 from a Field of Interest Fund: 
To add a technology-geared workshop known as a 
makerspace to the school’s library.

Museum Society of Stavely and District, $3,000: To 
replace the roof of a museum storage facility.

Raymond Junior High School, $5,000: To purchase 
equipment to establish a school archery club.

Rotary Club of Cardston, $10,000: For the 
construction of a town spray park.

Scientists in School, Lethbridge, $2,200: To 
purchase equipment and materials used in STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and math) 
workshops delivered to elementary school students.

Spring Glen Elementary School, Glenwood, $4,500: 
For the development of an outdoor area designed to 
encourage creativity and play in nature.

Spring Glen Junior High School, Glenwood, $3,800: 
To purchase snowshoes and other winter sports gear.

St. Mary’s School, Taber, $4,600: To develop a school 
sensory room.

Town of Cardston, $15,000: To construct a Niitsitapi 
(Blackfoot) monument honouring victims of the 
residential school system, as well as lives lost during 
the Baker Massacre. 

Troyanda Ukrainian Dance Club, $3,000 ($410 from 
a Field of Interest Fund): To purchase new costumes 
and portable ballet barres.

University of Lethbridge, $15,000: This grant 
supports the completion of a study space in the new 
Science Commons facility.

Village of Hill Spring, $10,000: For modernization 
and landscaping of the community’s baseball 
diamonds.

Vulcan Senior Citizen Centre, $7,500: To replace the 
facility’s 45-year-old flooring.

Agriculture for Life, Inc., $12,500: To provide farm safety education 
by bringing a specialized mobile classroom known as the Rural 
Safety Unit to communities throughout rural Southwestern Alberta.

Allied Arts Council of Pincher Creek, $4,680: To support a pilot 
program for an art class intended to foster creative expression for 
members of the community experiencing social isolation or mental 
health challenges.

Boys and Girls Club of the Foothills, $6,000: For the Master Chef 
Kids program, which teaches children in the Crowsnest Pass how to 
plan and cook healthy meals.

Pincher Creek Trailbreakers Club, $3,500 ($600 from a Field 
of Interest Fund): To purchase a robotics starter kit for use in 
technology-based training sessions and at an after-school robotics 
program to be held at Pincher Creek’s Matthew Halton High School.

Shock Trauma Air Rescue Service Foundation (STARS), $25,000: 
To host critical care skills training sessions with STARS’ Mobile 
Education Unit in the communities of Coutts, Milk River, Picture 
Butte, and Warner.

Taber Food Bank Society, $3,500 ($600 from a Field of Interest 
Fund): For workplace-related education, training, and classes for 
food bank staff and volunteers.

Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural Life

The Community Foundation also awarded six grants totaling $54,580 from the Henry S. Varley Fund 
for Rural Life. One application received a further $600 from a Field of Interest Fund. Grants from 
this fund support projects and organizations working to improve quality of life for residents of rural 
Southwestern Alberta. 

Community Foundation Executive 
Director Charleen Davidson (second from 

left) participates in the groundbreaking 
for Habitat for Humanity’s housing project 

in Pincher Creek. The project received a 
$25,000 grant in the fall of 2018.
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BENEFITSCHARITABLE GIVING AND TAX
A gift to the Community Foundation is a gift to the community. But it can also benefit you, too: 

charitable giving helps you to offset your taxes today and leave a legacy for the future. 

In June, Community Foundation Grants Coordinator 
Caitlin Gajdostik was chosen to take part in the Future 
Forward trilateral learning exchange organized by 
Community Foundations of Canada. She and delegates 
from community foundations in Canada, Germany, 
and Russia have been in close communication over the 
last few months, sharing knowledge, strengthening 
leadership skills, and developing new ways to 
empower the community foundation movement. 
     By the exchange’s end, participants will have spent 
time in each country, working on issues and questions 
surrounding how to strengthen the field and practice 
of place-based philanthropy, foster professional 
development, and better prepare community 
foundations for the issues of the future, including ways 
to encourage youth to get involved in philanthropy. 
The final leg of the exchange will take place in St. 
Petersburg, Russia, in March.
     “I’m thrilled to be representing Southwestern 
Alberta in this unique experience,” said Caitlin. “There’s 
so much that we can learn from our international 
colleagues, and hopefully just as much for me to share 
with them.”

FORWARDFUTURE

Grants Coordinator Caitlin Gajdostik
(second from left) with the Canadian delegation

of the learning exchange in October.

Establishing a fund at the Community Foundation 
in your lifetime gives you the opportunity to see 
your gift in action. It lets you have a chance to meet 
the people working to improve our 
community, people for whom your 
support and generosity make a 
world of difference. 
     Gifts to the Community 
Foundation are eligible for a tax-
deductible donation receipt. 
Canadian tax regulations also 
allow unclaimed donations to be 
carried forward for up to five years, 
though they must still be reported in the year they 
are made. Try out the Community Foundation’s 
donation calculator at cflsa.giftabulatornow.com 
to tally the tax benefit of your charitable donation.
     Certain methods of giving come with additional 
tax benefits, such as donations of publicly-traded 
securities, which exempt the donor from associated 

capital gains taxes when donated. The Community 
Foundation can facilitate in-kind donations through 
our investment firm, RBC Phillips, Hager & North.

     Another charitable gift you 
may not have considered is a life 
insurance policy. Taking out a 
policy on yourself and designating 
the Community Foundation as the 
beneficiary enables you to claim the 
premiums as a recurring tax credit. 
     Leaving a gift to the Community 
Foundation in your Will offers tax 
benefits to your estate, and helps 

to ensure that your wishes are honoured after your 
passing. 
     For more information on fund options and tax 
benefits, please contact the Community Foundation 
office. We also encourage you to discuss your plans 
with your family, as well as to consult your lawyer or 
financial advisor.



The first Friday in November is celebrated by community 
foundations across Canada as Random Act of Kindness 
(RAK) Day. RAK Day 2019 took place on November 1, 
and the Community Foundation’s Team was joined by 
Board and Committee members as well as delegates 
from 1st Choice Savings to perform kind acts throughout 
Southwestern Alberta.
     This year, the Community Foundation focused on 
performing kind acts for staff at seniors’ care facilities 
throughout Southwestern Alberta, as a way to express 
gratitude for the important work they do every day in 
taking care of our elders.
     Several local schools joined in, using Kindness Kits filled 
with stickers, posters, and pay-it-forward Kindness Cards, 
which are shared alongside random acts of kindness to 
encourage more kind acts.
     Once again, the Community Foundation awarded $500 Kindness Grants to ten local charitable 
organizations, selected by RAK Day participants who shared their kind acts with us on social media or by 
contacting the office. Here are this year’s lucky participants and the charities they chose:
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WORLD!KIND ACTS CAN CHANGE THE

SEASONBEST OF THE

The Community Foundation’s 2019 Kindness Crew.

Lorraine Bevans: 
Friends Society of Remington-

Alberta Carriage Centre
Blythe Groenenboom: 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Lethbridge and District

Veronika and Dan Kordikowski:
Schizophrenia Society of Alberta, 

Lethbridge Chapter

Laurie and Molly McIntosh:
Lethbridge Detachment Victim 

Assistance Society
Chelsea Sherbut:
Lethbridge Senior 

Citizens Organization
Children of St. Martha School:
for their student hardship fund

Mountain View School:
for their school apiary project

Pioneer Lodge, Fort Macleod:
Fort Macleod Handibus Society

Victoria Park High
School Interact Club: 

for their Holiday Hamper Program
Vulcan Prairieview Elementary’s 

Vulcan Volunteers:
Vulcan County Health and

Wellness Foundation

     A huge thank-you to 1st Choice and TELUS for their generous support of this initiative.
Remember, kind acts really can change the world!

The Community Foundation office 
will be closed from December 24 to 

December 30, and on January 1.

Tax receipts dated for 2019 will be 
issued for gifts made on or before 
December 31, 2019. Any donations 

processed when the office re-opens 
on January 2 are eligible for a 2019 tax 

receipt if dated or postmarked on or 
before December 31, 2019.

We wish you a happy and
healthy holiday season!



Charleen Davidson
Executive Director

Unit 50, 1202 - 2nd Ave S.
Lethbridge, AB  T1J 0E3

P: 403-328-5297
E: office@cflsa.ca

www.cflsa.ca

Community Foundation Staff

facebook.com/CFLSA

@LethFoundation

Rob Dowell
Research and Community
Knowledge Coordinator

Caitlin Gajdostik
Grants Coordinator

EVENTSUPCOMING

Community Foundation Board of Directors

president

Randall Baker (Pincher Creek)

vice-president

Steve Miles (Lethbridge)

second vice-president

Bruce Anderson (Lethbridge)

treasurer

Darren Adamson (Lethbridge) 

Bjorn Berg
(Pincher Creek)

Barb Godkin
(Milo)

Geri Hecker
(Lethbridge)

Ronda Reach
(Fort Macleod)

Renee Richards
(Lethbridge)

Kevin Ronan
(Lethbridge)

Dory Rossiter 
(Lethbridge)

Laurel Van Vaerenbergh 
(Picture Butte)

Spring 2020 Call for Applications
Watch our social media in early January when we will announce the call for applications for grants from 
the Community Priorities Fund, the Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural Life, and the Youth in Action Granting 

Program. More information can be found at cflsa.ca/granting.

Friends of the Foundation Dinner
Mark your calendars for the next Friends of the Foundation Dinner on March 19, 2020 at the Coast Hotel & 

Conference Centre, featuring guest speakers Bernadine and Toby Boulet. 
Tickets will be available for purchase in January.

Spring Grants Celebration, May 14
Celebrating the first round of grants awarded in 2020, join us at our office for the Spring Grants Celebration 

on Thursday, May 14th at 10:30 a.m.

Let’s stay in touch! We want to make sure we can reach you in the way you prefer. If you wish to update your 
contact information and/or mailing preferences, please contact Rob at research@cflsa.ca or 403-328-5297.


