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The Community Foundation of 
Lethbridge and Southwestern Alberta 
provides an effective, flexible method 

for caring and generous individuals of 
all means to connect to worthy causes 

in southwestern Alberta.
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Some people choose to give because they feel a 
sense of gratitude for the success they’ve enjoyed 
in life. others give to help build a better, healthier 
community. 

Some people choose to give as a way to celebrate 
the life of a loved one. others want to support 
a charity or cause that they care about, such as 
museums, libraries, education, or social programs.

donors at the Community Foundation of 
Lethbridge and Southwestern Alberta choose to 
give to establish a legacy, a gift that lasts and will 
continue to give beyond their lifetime.

Why give?

Your reason for giving is as 
unique as you are.

Your gift is a reflection of 
your dreams and aspirations.

It is a reflection of you.
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Why Choose the Community 
Foundation of Lethbridge and 
Southwestern Alberta?

Why Choose an Endowment Fund?

For 50 years, the Community 
Foundation has been building 
a strong, healthy community 
where everyone has a sense of 
belonging.

For the past 50 years, the Community Foundation of 

Lethbridge and Southwestern Alberta has successfully 

helped donors fulfill their charitable goals. By working 

together, you get the benefit of an experienced partner 

committed to helping you realize your charitable goals. 

Flexible Ways To Give

We are here to help you achieve your specific goals, and we offer a variety of choices for gift giving.  We can 

help you establish a fund that works for you, and you can decide how involved you want to be with the granting 

process from your fund.

An Endowment is a Lasting Gift 

An endowment is a permanent, income-earning fund. 

the initial gift remains invested, while the earnings of the 

endowment fund are distributed to charitable organizations 

that support causes throughout southwestern Alberta. As 

your endowment grows over time, so does our ability to 

support the community. through endowment funds, the 

Community Foundation is a permanent source of financial 

support to the community.

Community Knowledge

our team is very knowledgeable about current issues and areas of need in southwestern Alberta, and about the 

charities working in those areas. We can connect you to the charities that support the causes closest to your heart.

Stewardship

We have 50 years of experience as a responsible fund steward. Your gift will become part of 

our professionally managed investment portfolio, no matter how much you choose to give. 

the Community Foundation is a registered charity with the Canada 

Revenue Agency, which means your gift is eligible for a tax receipt. it 

also means we keep our operating costs to a minimum so that your 

gift supports the community, not our administration.
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getting started It’s easier and more affordable 
than you may realize.

Your initial gift does not have to 
be your only gift.

At the Community Foundation, we work with each of our donors to develop a giving strategy that meets their charitable 

goals. We have a number of flexible options for consideration, including: when you want to make a gift - now or in the 

future; how involved you want to be with granting decisions from your fund; and, whether or not you want to support a 

specific charity, a specific area of interest, or allocate your gift towards the current needs of the community.

Several of our fundholders contribute to their fund 

regularly, and many use their fund as an option for their 

annual charitable donations.

We welcome the opportunity to meet with you and discuss 

an option for giving that will work for you.

Fund OptiOns

Community Priorities Fund

You establish a fund, but you allocate the donation to the Community Priorities Fund. this fund is made up of funds from 

over 50 donors who want to support the current needs of the community, and they let the Community Foundation choose 

what those may be through its granting programs.

Donor Advised Fund

You advise the Community Foundation which charity or charities you want your fund to support annually.

Donor Designated Fund

You choose which charity or charities you want to support when you establish your fund. Based on your wishes, the 

Community Foundation will automatically grant annually to the charity or charities selected.

Field of Interest Fund

You choose an area of interest that you want to support when you establish your fund - an area can be anything that 

you feel passionate about supporting, such as a specific age group, a geographical location, or an issue that you feel is 

important. When the Community Foundation’s Grants Committee reviews grant applications, appropriate candidates are 

selected to match specified fields.

Scholarship Fund

You choose which school or schools you want to support through an annual scholarship. You can also indicate additional 

criteria, such as what type of merit you wish to see in the scholarship recipient.



Making a giFt tOday

grOWing yOur Fund

the Community Foundation is a registered charity with the Canada Revenue Agency, which 

means your gift is eligible for an official tax receipt.

Future giFts

Cheque or Credit Card

the easiest way to make a gift to the Community Foundation is by cash, cheque or credit card. Your gift will be allocated to 

your chosen fund and we will issue you an official tax receipt.

Online Gifts

You can donate to any of our funds, including our Community Priorities Fund via our website, www.cflsa.ca, through Canada 

Helps. Your official tax receipt will be issued from Canada Helps.

Publicly Listed Securities

one of the most cost-effective ways to make a gift to your community is the donation of public securities. Whether you give 

securities now, or in the future through your Will, the tax benefit is the same. When publicly listed securities are donated to 

the Community Foundation, the tax on the capital gain is eliminated.

Bequests

donors can designate a specific gift or a portion of their estate to the Community Foundation. if you wish to restrict your 

gift to a particular purpose, your Will should include this direction. Your estate will receive an official tax receipt.

Life Insurance

Life insurance is an affordable option that will allow you to make an extraordinary gift to your community. You can transfer 

an existing policy to the Community Foundation or you can purchase a new policy naming the Community Foundation as 

the beneficiary. these options have different tax benefits that we can discuss with you.

Retirement Plan

You can designate the Community Foundation as a beneficiary of your Registered Retirement Savings Plan 

(RRSP), Registered Retirement income Fund (RRiF), or tax Free Savings Account (tFSA). Your gift qualifies you for 

an official tax receipt. By donating your RRSP or RRiF, you will offset the tax that would otherwise be payable on 

these assets by your estate.

Please contact us for further information, or visit our website at www.cflsa.ca

Thank you to our friends at the Victoria Foundation for their support.
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Thank you for your interest in the Community Foundation of 
Lethbridge and Southwestern Alberta. We hope this booklet is 

helpful and answers your questions. Please contact us if you have 
further questions or require more information. We are happy to 

work with you to help you achieve your charitable goals. 

“Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, it’s 
the only thing that ever has.”

Margaret Mead

unit 50, 1202 - 2nd Ave South
Lethbridge, AB t1J 0e3

403.328.5297
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Unit 50, 1202 - 2nd Ave South

Lethbridge, AB T1J 0E3

403.328.5297

office@cflsa.ca

www.cflsa.ca

@LethFoundation

facebook.com/cflsa

Charitable Business # 
119018349RR0001

Member of Community 
Foundations of Canada
www.communityfoundations.ca

Communities flourish through generosity.


