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Message from the Executive Director
The true impact of our grants, however, cannot be measured
with a dollar value. The true impact is the difference that our
grants have on the daily lives of the community members
that enjoy the projects we fund. Last year, we supported
building renovations and expansions, technology purchases
and upgrades, learning opportunities and scholarships, parks,
playgrounds, swimming pools, and the purchase of musical
instruments and fitness equipment. While the true impact
of our grants is impossible to tally, we see it every day in the
vibrant and inclusive community they help to build.

Charleen Davidson
Welcome to the 2019 edition of Giving Together, the
Community Foundation’s yearly report to its community.
Through this publication, we showcase our work throughout
Southwestern Alberta by reporting on the numerous grants we
awarded, and featuring Impact Stories on some of the projects
our grants supported in the previous year.
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, our various
granting programs supported projects and initiatives across
Southwestern Alberta with over $850,000 in grants in 2018.
Perhaps our best known granting program is our Community
Priorities Grants Program, which is an unrestricted fund
established and supported by many donors over the past 53
years. This fund awarded $462,000 last year through two
separate calls for applications: one in the spring and one in the
fall. The remaining $387,000 was allocated based on the wishes
of donors and fund holders, through Field of Interest Funds—
such as the Rural Life Grants Program—and through DonorAdvised and Donor-Designated Funds, including scholarships.

None of this, of course, would be possible without the support
of our generous donors. Our donors have many different
reasons for giving, based on life experiences, successful
careers, a sense of gratitude, or the wish to commemorate
the life of a loved one. Yet the underlying reason for their
generosity is the same: a desire to do good in our community.
To help our donors meet their respective charitable goals, the
Community Foundation is proud to offer different fund options
and flexible ways to give (see page 14 for details on how you
can support the community through our work). Whatever their
reasons for giving, together, our donors have a tremendous
collective impact in the community.
We acknowledge the vital role that our donors play in our
work. We thank them for their trust and their friendship, and
for working with us to build the community we all call home.
We also thank the Lethbridge Auto Dealers Association for its
continued support of the community through our work. On
a personal note, I thank the Community Foundation’s Board
of Directors for its ongoing leadership; our many committee
volunteers for their time and talent; and my Team, Caitlin and
Rob, for their dedication, youthful energy, and good humour.
If you have feedback or questions about anything you read
in this publication, or about the work of the Community
Foundation itself, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.
I’d be happy to hear from you!
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Community Connections
Tipis illuminated at sunrise during the
Blackfoot Perspectives Professional
Development Tipi Camp in August of 2018.

Lethbridge Police Service:
Towards Reconciliation
In the years since the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
released its 94 Calls to Action, it has become standard for many
public gatherings to begin with territorial acknowledgements
that, long before this land became Canada’s provinces and
territories, it was home to the Indigenous Peoples of Canada.
Understanding the reason for territorial acknowledgements
is an important piece necessary for Reconciliation. In
Southwestern Alberta, located on traditional Blackfoot Territory,
understanding Blackfoot Culture is another important piece.
In his role as Diversity Officer, Constable Les Vonkeman of the
Lethbridge Police Service found himself with an opportunity
to introduce residents of Southwestern Alberta to the history
and culture of the Blackfoot People. “My job, I think, is to try
to build bridges and connect people. One of the ways I do
that is by inviting people to actively immerse themselves,” says
Constable Vonkeman. “The [Blackfoot] Culture is so giving.
They want people to learn and understand what they’re about.
Until that happens, there’s always going to be a disconnect.”
Vonkeman, who grew up in a Dutch family, was able to explore
his own Indigenous heritage through his position. “It’s more
than just a job for me, it’s a passion, and that’s really how [the
camp] came about.”

The Blackfoot Perspectives Professional Development Tipi
Camp is an initiative spearheaded by Constable Vonkeman as
part of his duties as Diversity Officer, through a partnership
between the Lethbridge Police and the Sik-Ooh-Kotoki
Friendship Society. Offered initially in the summer of 2017,
the two-day overnight camp enabled participants to get
out of the office and visit the Kainai Reserve southwest of
Lethbridge, where they experienced Indigenous Culture as
shared by Blackfoot Elders, leaders, and others with important
lived experiences. Reception to the camp was so strong that
Constable Vonkeman knew it needed to return. A successful
application to the Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural Life in the
spring of 2018 provided Constable Vonkeman with a $5,000
grant, enabling the camp to run again that summer.
Vonkeman made the camp as immersive an experience as
possible. The campsite itself, outside the range of mobile
networks and tucked next to a river, was within walking
distance to a significant Blackfoot historical site. “As soon as
[participants] got there, we started building the camp,” he said.
“We all learn what the tipi is, [what direction] it faces, and what
the pieces are. Most people see a tipi and think, ‘that’s a cool
cultural thing,’ but they aren’t aware of the importance.” More
than just a shelter, the tipi metonymizes the nomadic way of
life of the Blackfoot People and other Great Plains Tribes.
Participants also take part in a Blackfoot Elder-led pipe
ceremony, and engage with Elders to learn about the societal
and cultural challenges faced by Indigenous communities. “We
talk about the structure of the community itself, [which allows]
participants to ask the questions that they have. It allows a
dialogue to happen, which is important to understand a culture
and build relationships with it. We want to give them the
correct information, to dispel some of those stereotypes and
discriminatory thoughts.”
In Constable Vonkeman’s view, the camp serves an important
purpose in helping to bring action to Truth and Reconciliation.
“There’s a lot of talk about implementing Reconciliation, but
maybe not a whole lot of understanding,” he says. Judging
from the positive reception garnered by the camp, the idea of
Reconciliation is now, for many, much clearer. “It is not often
that I get to listen and understand the wisdom and strength
of the Indigenous community,” said one participant. For
Constable Vonkeman, the proliferation of understanding at the
individual level is vital for Reconciliation to succeed. “I’m just
one person, making one ripple, but I hope that with my efforts,
maybe the next person will step up and start doing something
as well. Maybe, eventually, we’ll make a wave of change in our
community, for our community.”

“It is not often that I get to listen and understand
the wisdom and strength of the Indigenous
community.”
–Camp Participant
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Environment
grant writing is like, which introduces them to the idea of
philanthropy.”
The greenhouse will have a wide variety of applications,
not just for the school, but for the community of Warner as
well. “We’re planning curriculum for the greenhouse as a
way to show students that agriculture and sustainability are
viable career paths,” says LeGrandeur. Acknowledging that
fewer youth are considering futures in the farming industry,
LeGrandeur points to the important role agricultural sciences
play in the local economy—as well as for the community
itself—as the basis for making these classes available.

Warner School’s greenhouse is ready to grow.

Warner School: A Growing
Capacity for Learning
Warner School’s student body represents a typical crosssection of life in rural Southwestern Alberta. Many of the
students come from farm families, and, though agriculture
and sustainability play important roles for the community,
they aren’t necessarily subjects that can be taught with the
straightforwardness of English or Math. The school, which
celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2014 and completed a fullscale renovation and modernization project in June of last year,
felt there was still an opportunity for growth—literally.
The idea for a school greenhouse had been floating around for
a little while, notes Warner School Principal David LeGrandeur.
It gained more steam after the renovation was completed—
thanks in part to a recent graduate of Warner School, Holden
Heppler. “Holden is an active member of our community,
taking part in the 4-H Club and volunteering at [Devil’s Coulee
Dinosaur Museum in Warner],” says LeGrandeur. This project
was a natural extension of those activities, combining a
curiosity about agricultural sciences—one no doubt shared by
many students—with a community-enhancing initiative.
With LeGrandeur’s guidance, Heppler applied successfully to
the Community Foundation’s Youth in Action Grants Program,
receiving $2,000 toward the greenhouse project. LeGrandeur
notes that fundraising efforts involved partnerships with other
local organizations. In total, Heppler and the school were
able to raise the $17,000 needed to complete the project.
As far as funding opportunities go, LeGrandeur says that the
Youth in Action grant is unique. “Students get an idea of what
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Warner School’s ideas for the greenhouse include an
extracurricular club, combining agriculture and small business
so that students can work with community members and
agricultural experts to strengthen their comprehension of
agricultural sciences. Ultraviolet light fixtures will enable yearround cultivation, infusing both the school and the village with
a fresh supply of local produce, even during the winter months.
The school also plans to grow and sell flowers for Valentine’s
Day, Mother’s Day, and other holidays and special events,
and use the revenue to support the greenhouse’s continued
operation. As the school teaches Kindergarten through to
grade 12, developing community through shared experiences
is also an important outcome of the greenhouse project.
According to Heppler, the greenhouse “will be a great way for
students young and old to bond with one another.”
Though Heppler will miss out on the benefits of a fully
functional greenhouse classroom due to his recent graduation,
current and future students of Warner School will be able to
reap the benefits of practicing sustainable agriculture. With
any luck, this greenhouse will help to raise a crop of nextgeneration local farmers, about which LeGrandeur is optimistic.
“If we can encourage [students] to get involved at a young age,
it opens up a wide number of possibilities,” even if they end up
going in a different direction, he says. One thing remains clear
for Warner School’s student body, however: vibrant growth
won’t be limited to the minds of the students.

“The greenhouse will be a great way for students
young and old to bond with each other.”
–Holden Heppler

Living Standards
Reverend Wybren Oord flips pancakes to serve at
the Lethbridge Soup Kitchen’s breakfast program.

Lethbridge Soup Kitchen:
Nourishing our Community
Lethbridge Soup Kitchen’s Bill Ginther wants you to eat
well. A firm believer in the philosophy that breakfast is the
most important meal of the day—wisdom gleaned from his
mother, he acknowledges—he knew upon taking over as the
Soup Kitchen’s Executive Director in 2016 that expanding the
organization’s services to include breakfast would be one of
his priorities. Of course, moving from serving one meal a day
to two, effectively doubling the Soup Kitchen’s output, was a
challenge with no simple solution.
After completing a three-month pilot program that started in
November of 2017, the first of many challenges to tackle before
establishing the breakfast program permanently was a financial
one. “We didn’t have the funding to operate [a breakfast]
program, despite the fact that about $65,000 worth of food
comes to us every month,” says Ginther. The majority of the
provisions they receive, he notes, supply a lunch program. “So
we realized that we would have to purchase things we wouldn’t
normally purchase.” Add the cost of updating the kitchen and
dining hall facilities and the additional overhead they’d incur—
like an increase in staff hours and a higher electrical bill, for
instance—and the costs began to mount ever-higher.
The Soup Kitchen turned to the Community Foundation
for support, submitting an application in the spring of 2018
for $14,653, funds that would enable completion of the
upgrades needed to run the breakfast program effectively. The
Community Priorities Grants Committee acknowledged the
need for this new initiative, and identified the benefits for a
wide range of people. On the Committee’s recommendation,
the Community Foundation’s Board of Directors voted to

fund the application in full – and then some. “The Community
Priorities Grants Committee, in rare circumstances, will vote
to fund a project for more than the ‘ask.’ In this instance, the
Committee was unanimous in its support of the important
work the Soup Kitchen does in our community, and the impact
it has on those who depend upon it. We were delighted to be
able to provide this funding to help them with their project,”
said Steve Miles, a Director on the Community Foundation
Board. With a $1,500 contribution from the Lethbridge Auto
Dealers Association, the Community Foundation awarded the
Soup Kitchen a $25,000 Vital Community Grant.
The extra funds freed up more room than expected in the
Soup Kitchen’s budget, enabling the organization to perform
upgrades in a number of other areas. On top of completing
the renovations and purchasing the equipment needed for the
breakfast program, the Soup Kitchen installed energy-efficient
lighting, put in a sound system, and replaced the washer and
dryer. As other local organizations began to recognize the
importance of the breakfast program, additional donations
and contributions were made, and the Vital Community Grant
snowballed. “We did more than we could have anticipated with
the money, because other people stepped up,” says Ginther.
A typical breakfast at the Soup Kitchen consists of a
combination of oatmeal, pancakes, sausages, eggs, and toast.
It varies from day to day, but ultimately, Ginther explains,
“whatever your full-scale typical breakfast would be at a
restaurant, that’s what we would serve.” They also, of course,
serve up quite a lot of coffee—around 160 cups per meal.
Ginther takes the Soup Kitchen’s goals and purpose very
seriously. For him, it’s about maintaining respect and making
people feel welcome. “A very important part of what we do
is to restore dignity to people,” he says. The bulk of the Soup
Kitchen’s guests—a term Ginther uses purposely—come
from the Lethbridge Shelter and Resource Centre, but the
Soup Kitchen serves a variety of people enduring adversity,
something that Ginther takes into consideration. “The day we
stop respecting, honouring, and giving dignity to our guests is
the day we should stop [our work],” says Ginther. “I’ve told staff,
‘you only have a job because our guests are here. They stop
coming, you go home.’”
Breakfast may be the most important meal of the day, and for
the staff, volunteers, and guests of the Lethbridge Soup Kitchen,
it is often much more than the sum of its parts. It’s a symbol of
a community that comes together to share its resources, and
create a respectful, inclusive environment for all.

“A very important part of what we do is to restore
dignity to people.”
–Bill Ginther
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Healthy Communities
John Wenlock, recipient of a Youth in Action
Grant for his Concrete Dreams projects, works
on customizing a skateboard.

Youth in Action: The Return
of Concrete Dreams
The Community Foundation’s 2018 Vital Signs publication
reported that youth with strong ties to their community are
much less likely to develop patterns of antisocial behaviour, or
participate in delinquent acts. In Southwestern Alberta, youth
in smaller communities like Claresholm aren’t as flush with
options as those living in urban areas. But, as Youth in Action
Grant recipient John Wenlock demonstrates, sometimes all it
takes to fill those gaps is a little passion and ingenuity.
Wenlock lives and works in Claresholm, where he leads
the Youth of Tomorrow program for Claresholm’s Family
and Community Support Services. In 2015, Wenlock
received a grant from the Community Foundation’s Youth
in Action Granting Program for Concrete Dreams, a project
he spearheaded to engage youth in Claresholm through
skateboarding. The project had something of a dual purpose:
to introduce a positive, youth-focused community activity to
Claresholm, and to make skateboarding a more accessible
activity for novices and veterans alike by dispelling some of
the negative stigma around skateboard culture. “Especially in
smaller towns like Claresholm, skateboarding is maybe not
the most ‘shined upon’ sport,” says Wenlock. “Sometimes
even just holding a skateboard gets you bad looks.” A
lifelong skateboarder himself, Wenlock hoped that he could
dispel some of the sport’s negative perceptions by making
skateboarders a force for good throughout the community.
The project was a success, and last year, Wenlock decided the
time was right for a sequel.
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Wenlock wanted to mirror the outcomes of the first Concrete
Dreams, and take it a step further this time. At its roots, the
program was the same: participants build and customize their
own skateboards, learn how to ride, and be of service to the
community through volunteering. Eighteen youth signed up
for Concrete Dreams 2.0, including many who learned about
the program from friends who took part the first time around.
Wenlock also brought back a few Concrete Dreams alumni
to act as mentors for the new group. “Some kids who look to
skateboarding maybe don’t have the greatest support systems,”
he acknowledges. “So I thought about trying to take this group
of kids from a bunch of randoms and make them into a family.”
Through support from their peers and leadership from Wenlock’s
friends in the skateboarding community, he says the participants
expanded their sense of community and sense of self. “It
gave them a little bit more mentorship through community
involvement and volunteering. [The kids] were actually able to be
themselves, instead of the masks they put on.”
Wenlock came back to the Community Foundation’s Youth
in Action Granting Program and applied for a grant to fund
the project’s second chapter. However, after learning of the
first project’s success and hearing about plans for the sequel,
Community Foundation Donor Dr. David Hughes made a grant
for the project available from his fund, the David and Shirley
Hughes Endowment. “Participating with the Community
Foundation is an ideal way to accomplish your belief in giving
back to the community, as well as providing an opportunity to
encourage young people to learn the benefits of community
service,” said Hughes. “Helping others is considered the
best source of happiness. Granting funds through the
Youth in Action Program to recipients such as John for his
skateboarding project is a perfect example of helping young
people engage with positive rather than negative activities in
the community.”
Wenlock brought the same passion and ingenuity to Concrete
Dreams 2.0 as he did the first time around, with the benefit of
greater awareness. He’s confident that this initiative has been
a positive, welcome change for the community, an attitude
that has persisted even after the final session. “Everyone grew
a little bit, and gained a little bit of maturity and a little wisdom
and knowledge, not just about skateboarding, but also about
helping out in the community,” he says. “Youth and younger
kids are what make the community go round.” For Wenlock,
the program’s success is a symbol of growth for Claresholm,
one that is defined by a vibrant, active, and engaged next
generation.

“[This program] gave them a little bit more
mentorship through community involvement and
volunteering. [The kids] were actually able to be
themselves, instead of the masks they put on.”
–John Wenlock

Donor-Designated and Donor-Advised Grants
The Community Foundation’s donors can choose to establish a fund that allows them to direct their gifts to support causes
or organizations that are meaningful to them, through Donor-Advised, Donor-Designated, and Field of Interest Funds. These
funds give donors the flexibility to participate in the granting process to the extent that meets their charitable goals. DonorDesignated and Donor-Advised Endowment Funds awarded a total of $138,495 in grants and scholarships in 2018 to charities and
organizations throughout Southwestern Alberta.
20th Independent Field Battery Regiment, Lethbridge, $750

Lethbridge School District No. 51, Lethbridge Collegiate Institute, $125

Alberta Birds of Prey Foundation, Coaldale, $14,000

Lethbridge School District No. 51, Ready, Set, Go!, $3,819

Alberta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, $250

Lethbridge Senior Citizens Organization, $6,000

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Lethbridge and District, $500

Lethbridge Symphony Association, $4,880

Canadian Mental Health Association, Alberta South Region, $5,934

Lethbridge Therapeutic Riding Association, $14,000

Chinook Regional Hospital Foundation, Lethbridge, $100

Lethbridge Youth Foundation, 5th on 5th Youth Services, $1,750

City of Lethbridge, $6,384

McKillop United Church, Lethbridge, $1,380

Claresholm Senior Citizens Drop-in Centre, $3,294

New West Theatre Society, Lethbridge, $9,444

Crossroads Counselling Centre Society, Lethbridge, $500

Ranchlands Victim Services Society, $1,000

Fort Macleod Handi-Bus Society, $4,000

Raymond and District Futures Society, Farm Safety Centre, $5,000

Fort Whoop-Up Interpretive Society, $232

Rotary Canada, $1,500

Friends Society of the Sir Alexander Galt Museum & Archives, $500

Royal Canadian Legion Lethbridge Branch Poppy Fund General Stewart

Interfaith Food Bank Society of Lethbridge, $1,000

Branch No. 4, $2,480

Lethbridge and District Humane Society, $690

Shock Trauma Air Rescue Service Foundation (STARS), $250

Lethbridge and District Japanese Garden Society, Nikka Yuko Japanese

Skate Canada, Lethbridge Skating Club, $2,000

Garden, $1,101

St. Augustine’s Anglican Church, Lethbridge, $3,444

Lethbridge and District Music and Speech Arts Festival Society, $100

Town of Fort Macleod, Fort Macleod Public Library, $4,000

Lethbridge Family Services, $3,800

Willow Creek Gospel Music Jamboree Association, Granum, $1,000

Lethbridge Food Bank Society, $1,250

Young Men’s Christian Association of Lethbridge, $1,522

Lethbridge Public Library, $1,044

Young Women’s Christian Association of Lethbridge, $772

Scholarships, Bursaries, and Awards
4-H Foundation of Alberta, $1,500

Lethbridge School District No. 51, Winston Churchill High School, $500

Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional School Division No. 4,

Livingstone Range School Division No. 68, $2,000

Catholic Central High School, Lethbridge, $5,250

University of Alberta, $2,000

Horizon School Division No. 67, Vauxhall High School, $200

University of Alberta, St. Joseph’s College, $2,000

Lethbridge College (excluding Rural Life scholarships), $900

University of Lethbridge (excluding Rural Life scholarships), $10,350

Lethbridge School District No. 51, Lethbridge Collegiate Institute, $1,000

University of Winnipeg, $1,000

Lethbridge School District No. 51, Victoria Park High School, $2,000

Field of Interest Grants
Field of Interest Endowment Funds are established by Community Foundation donors who wish to direct their gifts to projects
and organizations working to improve quality of life in different areas—or fields—of interest, for a particular cause, or for a certain
geographical area, rather than a specific charity or institution. Field of Interest Grants are awarded through the Community
Priorities Granting Program. Field of Interest Funds supported 11 initiatives totalling $29,385 in 2018.

Friends of the Claresholm & District Museum Society, $5,000

New West Theatre Society, Lethbridge $5,500

Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional School Division No. 4, St.

Pincher Creek Handi-Bus Society, $2,200

Catherine’s Elementary School, Picture Butte, $5,000

Prairie Winds Clubhouse Society, Claresholm, $1,700

Lethbridge and District Music and Speech Arts Festival Society, $525

Raymond and District Futures Society, Farm Safety Centre, $1,000

Lethbridge Family Services, $1,000

Vulcan Lions Club District Recreation Trust Fund, $2,000

Lethbridge Therapeutic Riding Association, $5,000

Wrentham Library Society, $460
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Spring 2018 Community Priorities Grants
Unrestricted donations to the Community Foundation support the Community Priorities Fund, which is comprised of the gifts of
many donors over the past 53 years. These gifts allow us to support the causes and charities working to address present-day need
throughout Southwestern Alberta. In 2018, this fund supported 60 organizations with $449,900 in project grants. Twelve of these
organizations received additional support from the Lethbridge Auto Dealers Association (LADA), in the amount of $30,689.

Alberta Birds of Prey Foundation, Coaldale, $9,500
Camp Carmangay, $7,500
Canadian National Institute for the Blind, Lethbridge, $3,130
Crowsnest Nordic Ski Club, $10,000
Friends of Taber Literacy Association, $5,000
Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4, Children of St. Martha School, Lethbridge, $10,475
Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4, St. Catherine’s Elementary School, Picture Butte, $5,000
Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4, St. Francis Junior High School, Lethbridge, $8,000
Horizon School Division No. 67, Arden T. Litt Centre for Learning, Grassy Lake, $5,000
Lethbridge and District Humane Society, $5,000
Lethbridge and District Japanese Garden Society, Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden, $4,500
Lethbridge School District No. 51, Chinook High School, $5,000
Lethbridge School District No. 51, General Stewart School, $8,000
Lethbridge Senior Citizens Organization, $12,500
Lethbridge Soup Kitchen Association, $23,500

Livingstone Range School Division No. 68, Horace Allen School, Crowsnest Pass, $7,500
Municipal District of Taber, Enchant Community Library, $4,000
Municipality of Crowsnest Pass, Crowsnest Pass Municipal Library, $1,000
Pincher Creek Handi-Bus Society, $10,000
Prairie Tractor & Engine Museum Society, Coyote Flats Pioneer Village, Picture Butte, $8,000
Ranchlands Victim Services Society, $3,800
Stavely Community Centre, $11,500
Streets Alive Family Support Association, Lethbridge, $3,000
Southern Alberta Self-Help Association, Lethbridge, $3,500
Town of Fort Macleod, Fort Macleod Community Health Champions, $6,700
Town of Granum, Granum Recreation Society, $2,400
Town of Magrath, Magrath Public Library, $6,000
Town of Picture Butte, Picture Butte & District Recreation and Culture Society, $8,500
Town of Picture Butte, Walk on the Wild Side Society, $10,000
Town of Pincher Creek, Pincher Creek Spray Park Society, $10,000
Town of Stavely, Stavely’s Unique Character House, $5,000
Village of Glenwood, Glenwood Communities in Bloom, $2,000
Westwind School Division, Magrath High School, $7,500
Wrentham Library Society, $3,240

Grant plaques await distribution at a
Community Foundation Grants
Celebration in 2018.
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Fall 2018 Community Priorities Grants
Arrowwood Restoration Society, $4,000
Blackfoot Family Lodge Society, Lethbridge, $10,000
Canadian Mental Health Association, Alberta South Region, $15,000
Family Centre Society of Southern Alberta, $6,000
Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4, Father Leonard Van Tighem School, Lethbridge, $7,500
Lethbridge and District Music and Speech Arts Festival Society, $5,625
Lethbridge County, Shaughnessy Community Association, $15,000
Lethbridge Family Services, $9,000
Lethbridge Pregnancy Care Centre, $2,500
Lethbridge School District No. 51, Dr. Gerald B. Probe Elementary School, $10,000
Lethbridge School District No. 51, Harbour House School, $2,370
Lethbridge School District No. 51, Wilson Middle School, $5,000
Lethbridge Symphony Association, $13,360
Oldman River Antique Equipment and Threshing Club, Heritage Acres Farm Museum, Pincher Creek, $8,500
Palliser Regional School Division No. 26, John Davidson School, Coaldale, $7,500
Pincher Creek and District Agricultural Society, $5,000
Prairie Winds Clubhouse Society, Claresholm, $8,300
Taber Food Bank Society, $10,000
Town of Coalhurst, Coalhurst Parks and Recreation Society, $7,500
Town of Taber, $10,000
Town of Vauxhall, Vauxhall Community Hall, $10,000
Town of Vulcan, Vulcan Spock Days Committee, $3,500
Village of Coutts, Coutts Municipal Library, $8,500
Vulcan Lions Club District Recreation Trust Fund, $13,000
Westwind School Division, Cardston Junior High School, $7,000
Willow Creek Agricultural Society, Claresholm, $10,000

Lethbridge Automotive Dealers Association (LADA)
The Community Foundation acknowledges the financial contributions of the Lethbridge Auto Dealers Association (LADA) to its
Community Priorities Granting Program. In 2018, the LADA supported 12 projects for a total of $30,689.

SPRING 2018

Alberta Birds of Prey, Coaldale, $1,500
Canadian National Institute for the Blind, Lethbridge, $1,500
Lethbridge Senior Citizens Association, $2,500
Lethbridge Soup Kitchen Association, $1,500
Pincher Creek Handi-Bus Society, $2,800
Ranchlands Victim Services Society, $1,450
Southern Alberta Self Help Association, Lethbridge $1,500
Town of Picture Butte, Picture Butte & District Recreation and Culture Society, $1,500

FALL 2018

Blackfoot Family Lodge Society, Lethbridge, $3,939
Pincher Creek and District Agricultural Society, $5,000
Town of Coalhurst, Coalhurst Parks and Recreation Society, $2,500
Town of Vauxhall, Vauxhall Community Hall, $5,000

9

Rural Life Grants
The Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural Life was established as the result of a
bequest from Pincher Creek-area rancher Bill Long, who named the fund in
honour of his uncle. The Rural Life Granting Program supports projects that
promote a high quality of life in rural Southwestern Alberta. In 2018, this fund
awarded grants to projects from ten organizations, totalling $147,000. The
program also awarded scholarships to three post-secondary institutions for
students from Southwestern Alberta, totalling $37,500.
Chinook Arch Regional Library System, $26,000
Chinook Regional Foundation for Career Transitions, $15,000
City of Lethbridge, Blackfoot Perspectives Camp, $5,000
Foothills Special Needs Association for Parents and Siblings, Claresholm, $6,000
Friends of Taber Literacy Association, $10,000
Habitat for Humanity Southern Alberta Chapter, Pincher Creek, $25,000
Parkinson Association of Alberta, $8,000
Raymond and District Futures Society, Farm Safety Centre, $2,000
Rowan House Society, Claresholm, $25,000
Shock Trauma Air Rescue Service Foundation (STARS), $25,000

Arlene Parkinson of the Rural Life
Grants Committee awards the grant
plaque to Jane Brenner of Taber and
District Community Adult Learning at
the Spring Grants Celebration.

Lakeland College Scholarships, $5,000
Lethbridge College Scholarships, $25,000
University of Lethbridge Scholarships, $7,500

Youth in Action
The Youth in Action Granting Program funds dynamic projects initiated by youth living in Southwestern Alberta. Grants are
awarded to projects that are developed, led, and organized by individuals or groups 25 years of age and under. In 2018, this
program supported seven projects for a total of $12,000, including a $2,000 contribution from a Donor-Advised Fund.
Boys and Girls Clubs of the Foothills, Pincher Creek Boys and Girls Club, $2,000
Canadian Bhutanese Society, Lethbridge, $1,000
Claresholm Health Foundation, $2,000
Crowsnest Pass Women’s Resource Centre, $2,000
Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4, Catholic Central High School, Lethbridge, $1,000
Horizon School Division No. 67, Warner School, $2,000
Napi Friendship Association, Pincher Creek, $2,000

Kindness Grants
The first Friday in November is commemorated by community foundations across Canada as Random Act of Kindness Day. On
Friday, November 2, 2018, the Community Foundation encouraged residents of Southwestern Alberta to perform a good deed and
post it on social media with the hashtag #RAKDayCFLSA. Those who did were entered to win one of ten $500 Kindness Grants for
the registered charity of their choice, for a total of $5,000 in Kindness Grants. The recipient charities are listed below.
Empress Theatre Society, Fort Macleod

Palliser Regional School Division No. 26, Coalhurst Elementary School

Lethbridge Detachment Victim Assistance Society

Southern Alberta Self-Help Association, Lethbridge

Lethbridge School District No. 51, Dr. Gerald B. Probe Elementary School

University of Lethbridge Students’ Union Food Bank

MS Society of Canada, Lethbridge

Water for People - Canada

Oldman Watershed Council, Lethbridge

Wood’s Homes, Lethbridge
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Lifelong Learning
isolation. Serving such a unique demographic emphasized
the necessity for technology upgrades and the development
of tailor-made programming to suit the needs of the
organization’s students.

Students participate in story time
during a family literacy class.

Taber and District Community Adult
Learning Association: Improving
Quality of Life through Literacy
Imagine living in a world where you couldn’t read a bedtime
story, make a grocery list, or even read this article. Literacy
and numeracy are the backbone not just of a good education,
but they also determine how you interact with the world
around you. Without them, your daily options would be limited
significantly, and so would your quality of life.
Jane Brenner of the Taber and District Community Adult
Learning Association regularly sees the life-changing effect
for families that learn to read together. As the organization’s
Executive Director, she is responsible for a number of learners,
many of whom are adapting to a whole new culture, language,
and way of life. “In Taber, the demographics have changed.
We’ve had a lot of the Low German Mennonite population
move into our area,” says Brenner. Low German Mennonites
are faced with a unique challenge in becoming literate, explains
Brenner. “They are what we would call ‘ESL Literacy Learners,’
which means that they didn’t have a chance to get a formal
education in their country of origin. We’ve had 10,000 to
12,000 Low German Mennonites migrate to Southern Alberta in
the past 10 years.”
Alberta is the only province with a Community Adult Learning
Program (CALP) of this kind. As examined in 2018’s Vital Signs
report, there are 121 CALPs in Alberta. These programs facilitate
skill development in many areas where non-English-speaking
newcomers to Canada might need a bit of extra help. “When
you’re a new Canadian and you don’t know the language or
can’t read [it], and you don’t speak the language very well,
you’re in social isolation,” says Brenner. Rural communities,
by virtue of their size, are already subject to a degree of social

A successful application to the Community Priorities Fund
in the spring of 2018 provided the technology upgrades by
funding the purchase of new computer equipment, and a
spring 2018 application to the Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural
Life enabled the development of a shared learning experience.
Families Learning Together – Essential Skills for Living helps
women and their preschool-aged children develop English
language skills and overcome barriers to literacy in a shared
classroom setting. Brenner says the program’s success comes
not just from the progress made by its participants, but also in
its ability to lessen the sense of isolation. “Literacy is kind of the
unseen barrier,” she says. “The one thing that [these classes]
do is create a safe, caring, and trusting environment for the
students.” Though the organization’s primary goal is literacy,
many students do not stop there, notes Brenner. “They’ll come
back to us and say, ‘I think I’d like to go to post-secondary,’ or
‘I’d like to find a job.’”
The organization measures success not just by the level
of literacy attained, but also by improvements in quality of
life. For many students, class participation is as much about
socializing as it is learning. Brenner recounts a story about a
student who had been working with an instructor for a year.
This student would rarely speak or make eye contact. During
a class in the fall of 2018, students were taking turns reading
paragraphs aloud, with the option to pass their turn if they felt
uncomfortable. This student had gained such confidence in
her skills that she was able to read the whole passage. “Even
her classmates were shocked. They were her friends, but they
didn’t know she could read in English!”
According to Brenner, literacy has a ripple effect. “When we
help one literacy learner, they help another—or they bring
another with them,” says Brenner. “And once we get them in
the door, our goal is to be able to ‘ladder’ onto their learning.”
As the ripple extends outward, it benefits more than just the
community. “By breaking that barrier of literacy, we’re saving
[government programs] thousands and thousands of dollars,”
says Brenner. Its impact is far greater than just cost savings,
though. Literacy opens just as many doors for adults as it
does for children. Be it to find a job, enroll in post-secondary,
or even just to write a grocery list, literacy instills in us the
confidence to be happy, engaged members of our community,
which improves our quality of life.

“[These classes create] a safe, caring, and trusting
environment for the students.”
–Jane Brenner
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Cultural Life
shipping containers—sea cans—were being used by local
craftspeople as kiosks to sell their wares. The idea seemed like
the perfect fit for Lethbridge: the shipping containers are easy
to customize, need a minimal amount of construction, and
do not require the population of a large city to support. A fall
2017 $15,000 Community Priorities Grant led to the acquisition
of shipping containers. Now, just over a year later, the kiosks
are in place at Casa’s Rotary Square and ready for use by local
vendors.

The kiosks, constructed from
repurposed shipping containers,
in place at Casa’s Rotary Square.

Allied Arts Council:
Empowering Local Artists
Over the past 60 years, the Allied Arts Council of Lethbridge
(AAC) has been empowering artists and promoting artistic
endeavours throughout the community. Six years ago, the
AAC was instrumental in opening Casa, a facility dedicated
to helping people develop, create, and learn about art. Much
has been done in cultivating a vibrant arts scene within our
community, and there is plenty to celebrate. Now, the AAC is
looking to the future, making plans to continue growing arts
and culture throughout Lethbridge and Southwestern Alberta.
It can be difficult in a city the size of Lethbridge to engage
in artistic pursuits, and even more difficult to make a living
as an artist. Local emerging artists lack the same access to
resources, venues, and audiences that bigger cities provide.
However, developing this facet of society through investment
in arts and culture is crucial to the well-being of a community.
According to AAC Executive Director Suzanne Lint, everyone
benefits from a vibrant arts scene. “The arts are integrated into
all aspects of our lives,” she says. “They provide identity, and
they make people feel better about themselves and the world
they live in. The arts also provide an economic driver within the
community.”
Inspiration from a trip to Quebec gave the AAC some ideas
on how the organization might continue to connect artists
and artisans from the region with a local audience. Converted
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Lint says the endeavor will help expand Casa’s role in the
community. “It’s the [sixth] year that the building has been
open, and we wanted to do something to sort of step the game
up,” she explains. “Our intent is to enhance the programming
of the building to give more opportunity for artists to share, but
also to allow the community the opportunity to experience the
talent and works of local and regional artists.” The kiosks will
be open during holidays, downtown festivals, and other special
events, offering local artists the chance to gain exposure for
their work, and defray some of the cost of creating it. “Any time
artists have an opportunity to share, it’s a great and wonderful
thing.”
The kiosks represent just one of the ways the AAC is planning
for the future for the arts scene in Lethbridge. In 2018, the
organization established a Charity Support Endowment
Fund at the Community Foundation as part of its 60th
anniversary celebrations. The endowment, to which anyone
can contribute, will provide annual support for the AAC and its
activities in perpetuity.
For Lint, encouraging the work of local artists and
strengthening the community are linked ideas. “Having artists
living and working in our community makes it a much better
place for everybody who lives here,” she says. “Artists feed back
to us who we are as people.” To be an accurate representation
of the community, arts and culture should be accessible to all.
With the new opportunities presented by both the artist kiosks
and the endowment fund, the Allied Arts Council remains
steadfast in its mission to advance and enhance the arts in
our community, and in doing so, strengthen Lethbridge and
Southwestern Alberta’s vibrant, creative, and locally-made
identity.

“Artists feed back to us who we are as people.”
–Suzanne Lint

Donor Profile
Mirella Zappone

The Mirella and Maria Zappone Fund for Social Justice
memorializes the lives of two Lethbridge-born teachers
through an annual scholarship.

The Mirella and Maria Zappone
Fund for Social Justice

oriented causes—we felt that adding [Maria] to the fund would
keep both of their names in our memory.” says Zappone. A
teacher at St. Francis Junior High School in Lethbridge until
her passing, Maria’s belief in social equality made her an
impassioned supporter of her students.
While staying true to its original intentions, the fund has grown
and evolved as circumstances have necessitated. When the
high school pilgrimage to Mexico was discontinued, the family
transferred the scholarship to the Lethbridge College, where
it currently supports students interested in social justice who
have themselves overcome some sort of obstacle. A generous
bequest from Maria, combined with the many memorial
donations made by friends, colleagues, and former students,
will allow the annual scholarship to double in value. “The
money is directed to those who are in need, and those who
have a specific cause that they are fighting for,” says Zappone.
“Social justice is huge, not in just what goes on in our little
corner, but across the entire world. People who are exposed to
that and fight for what they think is right is very important. And
to tie that to both my sisters’ support for that idea is great.”

Maria Zappone

Many of the Community Foundation’s endowment funds are
established to memorialize the life of a loved one. It’s a way
of keeping thoughts of these special people in our hearts
and in our minds, and sharing their legacy with others. It was
from this perspective that Community Foundation donor
Giuseppe Zappone established the Mirella Zappone Fund for
Social Justice, after his youngest daughter’s sudden death in
2004. Her passion for fighting inequality became a way for her
family—her parents, siblings and their spouses, and her four
nephews—to coax a semblance of positivity from their grief.
Initially, the fund lent support to students from Mirella’s former
high school who were participating in an annual pilgrimage
to Mexico. “My sister had worked in Mexico for two years,
so that was what the money was earmarked for,” said Frank
Zappone, Mirella’s brother. “She had spent some time working
in a library for the disadvantaged, so my dad wanted it to go to
that sort of cause, for those in Mexico that didn’t have access
to education.” Giuseppe himself passed away just over a year
after Mirella, and the fund that he started to champion causes
that embodied Mirella’s spirit would now reflect his as well.
“We used the fund also when my dad passed away rather than
accepting flowers or gifts, so that if people wanted to they
could donate.”
The family dealt with tragedy once more in May of last year,
when another member of the Zappone family—Maria—passed
away after a brief battle with cancer. “We decided that since
they both had causes they were fighting for and passionate
about—my one sister was more politically motivated, my
other sister was a teacher and more passionate about student

The Mirella and Maria Zappone Fund for Social Justice, though
it has its roots in tragic events, demonstrates the resiliency
that can be found in even the toughest of circumstances.
This fund—and other memorial endowments like it—sustain a
legacy that touches lives, just as Mirella and Maria once did. “I
feel honoured that this scholarship is going towards someone
who really needs it, in remembrance of my two sisters,” says
Zappone. “It is great for me to see that their livelihoods live
on, what they stood for lives on, and that somebody is getting
something good out it.” While both of their lives were too
short, Mirella and Maria’s legacies will live forever through their
memorial endowment fund at the Community Foundation.

“I feel honoured that this scholarship is going towards
someone who really needs it, in remembrance of my
two sisters.”
–Frank Zappone
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Create Your Legacy at the Community Foundation
Your reason for supporting your community is as unique as
you are. When deciding how you can make a difference in your
community, it’s important to choose the option that works best
for you and your situation.

Create a Legacy
The Community Foundation offers a variety of fund options to
help you create your own legacy. For each fund option, you
can name your fund and direct which charity or cause it will
support annually.
Donor-Advised Fund: With this option, you choose annually
which charity or charities you want your fund to support. This
fund allows you to participate in the granting process and
provides flexibility to support the causes and needs of the day.
Donor-Designated Fund: With this option, you choose which
charity or charities you want to support at the time that you
establish your fund, and the Community Foundation will award
the respective grants every spring.
Field of Interest Fund: When you establish your fund, you
choose to support an area of interest – an area can be
anything that is meaningful to you, such as a specific age
group, a geographical location, or an issue about which
you are passionate. When the Community Priorities Grants
Committee reviews grant applications, projects are selected to
match the fields you specified.
Scholarship Fund: When you establish your fund, you choose
which school or schools you want to support with an annual
scholarship. You can also specify additional criteria, such
as what type of merit you wish to reward in the scholarship
recipient, or field and year of study.

Support an Existing Legacy
Donors who aren’t interested in establishing their own funds
can still support the community through the Community
Foundation by giving to existing funds.
Community Priorities Fund: The Community Priorities Fund
is the Community Foundation’s oldest and largest. Supporting
this fund enables you to provide lasting financial assistance
to address the pressing needs of the day, whatever they may
be, forever. The income from this fund sustains the twiceyearly Community Priorities Granting Program, which supports
numerous charities throughout Southwestern Alberta each year.
Charity Support Funds: The Community Foundation currently
has 27 Charity Support Funds that have been established by
donors to support the work of specific charities. These funds
provide a grant annually to each of the designated charities,
helping to ensure continuity of service. You can choose to
support any of the existing Charity Support Funds at the
Community Foundation or you can establish your own for
the charity of your choice. For a full list of the Charity Support
Funds, please visit our website at cflsa.ca/giving.
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Growing Your Legacy
You can contribute to your fund or to the Community
Foundation anytime during your lifetime or make a future gift
through your estate, like your will or a life insurance policy – or
a combination of both.
The Community Foundation is a Canada Revenue Agencyregistered charity, which means all gifts are eligible for a tax
receipt.

Make a Gift Today
Cash or Cheque: The easiest way to make a gift to the
Community Foundation is by cash, cheque, or credit card. Your
gift will be allocated to the fund of your choice and we will
issue you a tax receipt.
Online Gifts: You may also donate online by searching for
“Community Foundation of Lethbridge and Southwestern
Alberta” at CanadaHelps.org. Your tax receipt will be issued by
CanadaHelps.
Publicly Listed Securities: Whether you give securities now or
in the future as part of your will, the tax benefit is the same—
and, capital gains taxes are eliminated.

Future Gifts
Bequests: You can designate a specific gift or a portion of your
estate to the Community Foundation. If you wish to restrict your
gift to a particular charity or cause, your Will should include this
direction. Your estate will receive an official tax receipt.
Life Insurance: Life insurance is an affordable option that will
allow you to make an extraordinary gift to your community.
You can transfer an existing policy to the Community
Foundation or you can purchase a new policy naming the
Community Foundation as the beneficiary. These options have
different tax benefits that we can discuss with you.
Retirement Plan: You can designate the Community
Foundation as a beneficiary of your Registered Retirement
Savings Plan (RRSP), Registered Retirement Income Fund
(RRIF), or Tax Free Savings Account (TFSA). Your gift qualifies for
an official tax receipt. By donating your RRSP or RRIF, you will
offset the tax that would otherwise be payable on these assets
by your estate.
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Our Mission
The Community Foundation of Lethbridge and Southwestern
Alberta provides an effective, flexible method for caring and
generous individuals of all means to contribute to worthy
causes in Southwestern Alberta.

Our Vision
Communities

through generosity.
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through generosity.

