COMMUNITY MATTERS
Spring ∙ Summer 2019

Communities flourish through generosity.

Friends of the Foundation Dinner
On Thursday, March 28, over two hundred
friends of the Community Foundation of
Lethbridge and Southwestern Alberta gathered
at the Coast Hotel & Conference Centre in
Lethbridge to hear more about the Community
Foundation’s work and to celebrate our legacy.
We were delighted to be able to celebrate
the evening with a number of descendants of
our founding Board of Directors, hearing about
the legacy their family members established
back in the 1960s, when they created what was
known as the Lethbridge Foundation. ThenMayor of Lethbridge Frank Sherring described
in an August 1964 Lethbridge Herald article
that the Lethbridge Foundation would be
“successful [...] both in the matter of receiving
gifts, bequests and legacies, etc., as well as the
Paul Nazareth delivers his keynote address at this year’s
investing of funds and administering such funds
Friends of the Foundation Dinner.
to worthy individuals and organizations.”
our work and to our community, at the Dinner, we
Along with Mayor Sherring, the founding
Board of Directors included C.J.F. Beny, Violet Broder, unveiled a commemorative plaque honouring our
Founders, which now hangs in our office.
Reed Ellison, Sven Ericksen, William Fairbairn, James
Paul Nazareth, Vice President, Education and
Ringland, Ralph Tennant, Ralph Thrall, Sr., and Judge
Development
with the Canadian Association of Gift
Louis Sherman Turcotte. We also count City Solicitors
Planners
delivered
the evening’s keynote address. In
Tom Hetherington and Fred Pritchard among our
his
presentation,
Paul
talked about how important it is
Founders, in recognition of the legal expertise they
for donors to be able to see the impact their gifts make
shared that helped to establish the Lethbridge
in the community, and how community foundations
Foundation in 1966. For their vital contributions to
help community-minded individuals leave a personal
“Philanthropy is not led by ‘philanthropists’—it’s legacy of lasting support for the causes that matter
most to them.
the local organizations and local people who
Special thanks to the LA Chefs Team for sponsoring
know how to solve problems.”
the
venue, and to everyone who joined us. We look
Paul Nazareth
forward to celebrating with you again!

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Welcome to the spring
edition of our Community
Matters newsletter!
After a particularly frigid
February, we were only too
happy to welcome spring
this year. And welcome
it we did, along with 200
friends at our annual
Friends of the Foundation
Dinner. Our dinner was a
great success this year —
Charleen Davidson if I do say so myself. We
were delighted to have
descendants of some of our founding Board Members
as our very special guests for the evening, and took
the opportunity to pay homage to our Founders by
unveiling a commemorative plaque. It is thanks to
the efforts of these pioneers that we exist today, and
I’m very proud to say that through our growth and
evolution, we continue to hold true to their original
vision: to facilitate and administer gifts from generous
individuals for the benefit of Southwestern Alberta.
It was a pleasure to welcome Paul Nazareth of
the Canadian Association of Gift Planners to our
community. As our keynote speaker at the Dinner and
also at an Advisors’ Breakfast the following morning,
Paul shared lessons gleaned from his twenty-plus
years of experience as a fundraiser, including tax
advantages of charitable giving, and why community
foundations are ideally suited to help donors establish
their legacies. I met Paul on what was essentially my
first day at the Community Foundation, and I’ve been
a fan of his ever since. Based on the extremely positive
feedback received after his presentations, he left

Lethbridge with many new fans. Thank you to Paul for
his sage advice and sharp wit, to the members of our
Public Relations Committee for all of the hard work
they put into planning the events, to the LA Chefs
Team for sponsoring the venue, and to everyone who
joined us for the dinner and the breakfast.
On May 9, we welcomed our community to our
office for our Spring Community Grants Celebration,
where we awarded over $275,000 in grant funding
through the Community Priorities Fund, the Henry S.
Varley Fund for Rural Life, and eight Field of Interest
Funds. A big thank-you again to the members of the
Lethbridge Auto Dealers Association (LADA) for their
continued support of our community through our
work. This spring, the LADA awarded $21,000 in grant
funding to twelve projects, and granted an additional
$5,500 from their endowment fund to the Alberta
Student Leadership Conference.
Our open granting programs represent only a
portion of the support we give to our community
each year. Thanks to the generosity of our donors,
we’ve also allocated an additional $176,000 to our
community since the beginning of January through
our Donor-Advised and Donor-Designated Funds.
On a final note, I acknowledge the loss of former
Community Foundation volunteer Eileen McGlynn.
Eileen served on our Rural Life Grants Committee from
2015 to 2018, helping us determine grant allocations
from the Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural Life. She was
a sweet soul with a very big heart and a bright smile.
Her warmth, generosity, and friendship have left an
indelible mark on her community of Pincher Creek
and on all of her many friends at the Community
Foundation. Our condolences to Eileen’s family.

CHARITY SUPPORT
We’re pleased to announce the establishment of a new Charity Support
Fund! The Lethbridge Y’s Men’s Club Endowment will provide permanent
financial support for the YMCA of Lethbridge’s Strong Kids Program
through an annual grant.
The establishment of this new fund brings the number of Charity
Support Funds at the Community Foundation to 27. Charity Support Funds
are an easy, effective way to offer support to local organizations that you
are passionate about. Anyone can start a Charity Support Fund for their
favourite charity, or contribute to a fund already in place.
A list of all Charity Support Funds can be found at
cflsa.ca/giving#charities. For more information, please contact the
Community Foundation office.
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ADVISORS’ BREAKFAST RECAP
After delighting
the crowd as the
keynote speaker
at the Friends of
the Foundation
Dinner on Thursday
evening, Paul
Nazareth shared
his expertise the
following morning
to a group of
financial planners,
estate professionals,
and local business
Guests at the Community Foundation’s Professional Advisors’ Breakfast
owners at the Professional
Seminar in March listen to Paul Nazareth’s presentation.
Advisors’ Breakfast Seminar.
Paul’s presentation described the current landscape
appreciate crowdfunded philanthropy for its ease
of charitable giving in Canada, using case studies,
of use and its ability to demonstrate a meaningful
anecdotes, and data to detail how Canadians in
connection between the donation and the cause.
2019 give, who they give to, and why. Canadians are
According to Paul, the value of seeing a donation’s
passionate advocates for the causes they believe in,
impact is increasingly becoming just as important
a sentiment that, in Southwestern Alberta, stands for
as the financial benefits—though there’s still merit
itself. The median donation to charity by residents of
in the latter. Planned charitable giving has a number
Lethbridge was $620 in 2016, the second-highest in
of advantages, and outlining your wishes in advance
the country, evidence of the strong legacy of giving on can maximize the impact of a gift—not just for the
which the Community Foundation was established.
recipient, but also for the donor.
Paul outlined some of the key differences between
For more information on charitable giving and how
emerging and established donors. Millennials, for
the Community Foundation can help you reach your
instance, value causes over tax receipts, and often
charitable goals, please contact the office or visit
contribute to crowdfunding campaigns. Young donors cflsa.ca/giving.

THANKS, VOLUNTEERS!
The work of the Community Foundation
would not be possible without the help of
our volunteers. They provide governance
on our Board of Directors, share expertise
on our committees, and act as ambassadors,
spreading awareness of the Community
Foundation throughout Southwestern
Alberta. Our volunteers contribute hundreds
of hours of service annually. We extend our
heartfelt gratitude to everyone who donates
their time and talent to improving the
community through our work.

Thank you!

We’re pleased to welcome our
newest Board Member: Dory
Rossiter! Dory is a committed
and tireless advocate for her
community, through her career at
CTV Lethbridge as well as through
her volunteer work. Dory has
served on the Board of Directors
for the Galt Museum & Archives,
the MS Society, and the YMCA of
Lethbridge—to name just a few!
Dory is the longtime emcee of the
Friends of the Foundation Dinner, and she has also served
on our Public Relations Committee for the past two years.
Welcome, Dory!
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GIVING AND GRANTING
Spring Grants from the Community Priorities Fund
This spring, the Community Foundation supported 33 organizations in Southwestern Alberta
with $196,030 from the Community Priorities Fund and $25,100 from various Field of Interest
endowments. The funding for these grants is provided by income generated by endowments
established by the Community Foundation’s generous donors over the past 53 years. Twelve
projects also received a total of $21,000 in funding from the
Lethbridge Auto Dealers Association (LADA), to which we express
our gratitude. In total, this spring’s successful applicants to the
Community Priorities Fund received a combined $242,130 for their
projects. Congratulations!
5th on 5th Youth Services, Lethbridge
Youth Foundation, $15,000 ($2,500
from the LADA): For building renovations
at 5th on 5th’s office in downtown
Lethbridge.
Barnwell 55+ Club, $8,000: To support
the purchase of a new furnace in the
seniors’ organization’s clubhouse.
Barnwell School, $9,500: To purchase
new instruments for the school’s band
program.
Bellecrest Community Association,
Municipality of Crowsnest Pass,
$11,500: For construction of a
community bandstand at the Bellevue
Arena Park.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Lethbridge
and District, $9,000 ($1,500 from the
LADA): To support a building expansion
project that will accommodate increased
demand for services.
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Santosh Timsina of the Canadian Bhutanese Society talks about the
impact of the organization’s project at May’s Spring Grants Celebration.

Cardston Senior Society, $4,000 ($500 from the
LADA): To replace the facility’s tables and chairs.

Canadian Bhutanese Society, Lethbridge, $5,000
(including $1,230 from a Field of Interest Fund
and $1,000 from the LADA): To purchase sports
equipment and provide training for youth new to
Canada.

Catholic Central High School, Lethbridge, $6,000
($1,000 from the LADA): To support the purchase
of equipment and safety gear for the school’s new
welding and fabrication trades program.

Carmangay & District Municipal Library, $2,500
($2,000 from a Field of Interest Fund): To upgrade
the library’s computers.

Claresholm Arts Society, $10,000 ($8,260 from
a Field of Interest Fund): To upgrade audiovisual
equipment in the Community Centre.

Cardston High School, $7,500: To purchase new
instruments for the school’s band program.

Crowsnest Museum & Archives, $1,500: To replace
the museum’s flooring.

École Agnes Davidson, Lethbridge,
$10,000 (including $5,600 from a Field
of Interest Fund and $2,500 from the
LADA): To purchase musical instruments,
including xylophones, metallophones,
and handbells.
Grassy Lake Public Library, $5,000: To
purchase equipment and furniture for the
newly-expanded facility.
Helen Schuler Nature Centre, $15,000
($3,500 from the LADA): To support
construction of a replacement outdoor
classroom amphitheatre space.
Lethbridge Astronomy Society, $15,000
($2,000 from the LADA): To build a largescale representation of the solar system,
using monuments representing the eight
planets that will be placed throughout
Lethbridge and Southwestern Alberta.

Another packed house at a Community Foundation Grants Celebration!

Lethbridge Collegiate Institute, $5,000:
To purchase exercise equipment for the school’s
fitness centre.
Lethbridge Public Library, $3,000: To purchase
additional portable equipment for the Lethbridge
Roving Gyms program, an initiative that increases
physical literacy opportunities for children.
Lions Club of Warner, $6,370 ($370 from a Field
of Interest Fund): To purchase concrete-covering
outdoor tiles for the Lions Sport Court.
Mountain View School, $7,500: To purchase
volleyball and archery equipment.
Nanton & District Animal Protection Society,
$5,000: To build outdoor cat and dog runs for the
town’s new animal shelter.
Nord-Bridge Senior Citizens Association,
Lethbridge, $5,000: To replace the chairs in NordBridge’s board room.
Patton Park Society, Lundbreck, $10,000 ($1,500
from the LADA): To support upgrades to Patton Park,
including landscaping and pathways, develop sports
facilities, and install picnic tables and park benches.

Pincher Creek Summer Games Society, $3,500: To
replace fencing around the town’s tennis courts for
this year’s Southern Alberta Summer Games.
Stirling Volunteer Fire Department, $8,000 ($1,500
from the LADA): To purchase new extrication struts,
used in responding to motor vehicle incidents.
Taber Central School, $10,000 ($5,000 from a Field
of Interest Fund): For the development of a multisensory room.
Taber Firefighters Association, $5,960 ($960 from
a Field of Interest Fund): To purchase equipment
for the Hazard House Project, which teaches home
safety and emergency planning.
Taber Public Library, $2,600: To upgrade audiovisual
equipment in the library’s program room.
Town of Coaldale, $5,000: To construct a
comemmorative mosaic in the town’s new Civic
Square, celebrating Coaldale’s centennial in 2019.

Peter Dawson Lodge, Vulcan, $6,700 ($1,680 from
a Field of Interest Fund): To build a garage to store
and protect residents’ scooters and motorized
wheelchairs.

Village of Cowley, $9,000 ($1,000 from the LADA):
To construct a 15-foot metal Tyrannosaurus skeleton
and install signage highlighting the community’s
history as the site of discovery of many important
fossils, including the Black Beauty T.rex specimen on
display at the Royal Tyrrell Museum.

Pincher Creek & District Historical Society, $5,000:
To construct a historically-accurate replica of the
original Pincher Creek Echo building.

Winston Churchill High School, Lethbridge,
$10,000 ($2,500 from the LADA): To purchase
exercise equipment for the school’s fitness centre.
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FUNDING FOR RURAL LIFE
This spring, the Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural Life Grants Program awarded four grants totalling $33,480
to causes and organizations working to improve quality of life for residents of rural Southwestern Alberta.
Camp Carmangay, $10,000: The “Back to our Roots”
initiative is a partnership between Camp Carmangay and
the Kainai Reserve. It will be offered to youth from across
the region who are at risk of addiction. Programming
will include development of life skills and western
horsemanship. This pilot program will operate from May
to September 2019.
Carmangay & District Municipal Library, $3,000:
This grant supports the development of summer
programming for the library, which will increase learning
opportunities for Carmangay residents.

Laurel Van Vaerenbergh of the Rural Life Grants
Committee presents a grant to Danny Roberts of the
Livingstone Range School Division.

Livingstone Range School Division, $16,000: In
partnership with the Municipality of Crowsnest Pass,
the “Learning for Life - Ready for Change” project will gather community stakeholders to identify existing
learning experiences available in the Crowsnest Pass, determine overlap, and address gaps.

Milk River Historical Society, $4,480: A partnership between the Milk River Historical Society, the University
of Lethbridge’s Centre for Oral History and Tradition, and the Galt Museum & Archives, this project seeks to
preserve local history through interviews with seniors in the Milk River area. Once completed, the results will
be available to the public through the University of Lethbridge and the Galt Museum & Archives.

YOUTH IN ACTION GRANTS
The Community Foundation’s Youth in Action Grants Program introduces young residents of Southwestern
Alberta to philanthropy through an opportunity to initiate, lead, and organize a project to improve their
community. Applications are accepted from youth up to the age of 25 in partnership with a school or local
charitable organization. The Community Foundation partners with members of the University of Lethbridge’s
Rotaract Club to review each grant application and to make recommendations for funding to the Community
Foundation’s Board of Directors. In 2019, eight projects received a total of $11,800 in grant funding.
Canadian Bhutanese Society, $2,000: To connect
newcomers to Canada with opportunities to socialize
with others through sports.

Kainai Basketball Association, $2,000:
To purchase basketball gear and equipment, reducing
barriers for participants.

Cardston Junior High School, $2,000: To build
shelter boxes for bats and mountain bluebirds,
encouraging habitat establishment for species that
are important to the biodiversity of Southwestern
Alberta.

The Mat Youth Centre, Lethbridge, $600: To
educate youth about the importance of self-care
and good hygiene. The grant provides two years
of funding for hygiene kit supplies, including
toothpaste, toothbrushes, and deodorant.

Carmangay & District Municipal Library, $600: To
purchase a tablet for use by library patrons.
Coalhurst High School, $1,600: For the
establishment of a STEM Club, offering students
opportunities to explore topics in science,
technology, engineering, and math beyond the
existing curricula.
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Town of Coaldale, $2,000: To purchase training and
agility equipment for the town’s dog park.
Victoria Park High School Interact Club,
Lethbridge, $1,000: To promote Reconciliation
by holding an official Blanket Ceremony, led by a
member of Lethbridge’s Indigenous community.

OUR LEGACY IS YOUR LEGACY
Grants to the
Community

Return on
Investment
(Our five-year rate
of return is 5.63%)

Responsible
Stewardship

$27
million
invested
OVER

$11 million
$3.6
Million
GRANTED SINCE
2014

Your Gift
is a Seed

138
Funds

GRANTED
SINCE 1966

27
Charity
Support
Funds

$850,000

GRANTED
IN 2018

With a number of different fund options available,
the Community Foundation makes it easy to create a
meaningful legacy of lasting support for the causes
and charities that are close to your heart.
You can choose the type of support and level of involvement that is right for you.
Establish a Field of Interest or Donor-Designated Fund, and the Community Foundation
will award yearly grants, including scholarships, to charities supporting work that aligns
with your values. Create a Donor-Advised Fund, and you select charities annually to
receive grants from your fund. Or, start a fund within the Community Priorities Fund, and
allow your generosity to strengthen the impact of the Community Foundation’s largest
granting program. Plus, you can call your fund whatever you want—name it after a loved
one, a treasured pet, or name it after yourself! Contact Charleen for more information
about our many flexible ways to build a fund.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Vital Signs Launch
Please join us at our office at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, October 3 for the launch of our seventh
Vital Signs publication. Assessing quality of life in Southwestern Alberta, Vital Signs is our annual
community check-up.
Grant Deadlines
Applications for the Fall Community Priorities and Rural Life Grants Programs will be accepted
starting in July. The submission deadline is October 15 at 4:30 p.m. Please watch our social
media accounts for the official announcement.
Fall Grants Celebration
Please join us at our office at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, December 12 as we announce the
recipients of our final round of Community Priorities and Rural Life Grant funding for 2019.
Random Acts of Kindness Day
#RAKDay2019 is November 1. Share the giving spirit throughout Southwestern Alberta through
good deeds! More details to be announced as they are finalized.

2019 Community Foundation Board of Directors
president

Randall Baker (Pincher Creek)

vice-president
Steve Miles (Lethbridge)

second vice-president
treasurer
Bruce Anderson (Lethbridge)
Darren Adamson (Lethbridge)
Bjorn Berg
Barb Godkin
Geri Hecker
(Pincher Creek)
(Milo)
(Lethbridge)

Ronda Reach
(Fort Macleod)

Renee Richards
(Lethbridge)

Kevin Ronan
(Lethbridge)

Dory Rossiter
(Lethbridge)

Bob Short
(Lethbridge)

Laurel Van Vaerenbergh
(Picture Butte)

Community Foundation Staff
Charleen Davidson
Executive Director

Rob Dowell
Research and Community
Knowledge Coordinator

Unit 50, 1202 - 2nd Ave S.
Lethbridge, AB T1J 0E3
P: 403-328-5297
E: office@cflsa.ca
www.cflsa.ca

Caitlin Gajdostik
Grants Coordinator

facebook.com/CFLSA
@LethFoundation

